BIBLIOTHECA PHILOSOPHICA HERMETICA
CORE COLLECTION DIGITIZATION PLAN

BIBLIOTHECA PHILOSOPHICA HERMETICA
HOUSE OF LIVING BOOKS
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica (BPH) is a treasure house and knowledge centre of European
non-conformist and free thought. The library offers its visitors the eventful story of Western culture’s
hidden spiritual tradition, a story that is still largely unknown to the general public. Together with its
research institute, publishing house and exhibitions in various European cultural centres, the library has
gained an international reputation as a scholarly research institute. The library has a unique and still
growing collection of some 25,000 books, including c. 4,600 early printed books and manuscripts.

COLLECTION AREAS:
•
•
•
•
•

Alchemy
Anthroposophy
Catharism
Comparative Religion
Freemasonry

•
•
•
•
•

Gnosis & Western Esotericism
Grail
Hermetica
Judaica
Kabbalah

•
•
•
•
•

Manichaeism
Mysticism
Rosicrucians
Sufism
Theosophy

HERMETICALLY OPEN: DIGITIZING THE CORE COLLECTION
In 2012 the BPH started the Hermetically Open project with the aim of extending its traditional core tasks
to the virtual domain. The library’s online community has grown significantly thanks to the constant use of
the social media and other online channels. The new online catalogue which will be launched in the spring
of 2016 will present the available digital content per title. The digital content will furthermore be linked to
public information sources through Linked Open Data.
In 2016 the BPH will be preparing to move to the ‘House with the Heads’ on Amsterdam’s Keizersgracht.
This important event in the history of the library will be used as an opportunity to digitize the core
collection. In the near future, it will be possible not only to consult the books physically in the new building
but also online throughout the world. This project fulfils a major objective of the Hermetically Open
project: making the core collection accessible online through digitization and integration of the material
in the new online catalogue.

“It has always been my goal to connect this treasure house with the community and make the texts
– the sources – available to a wide audience. From the moment the library opened its doors, it offered
not only a collection of historically important books, but was primarily a living institute, “hermetically
open” to all. The “Source” has to flow, and the knowledge that is released through these currents
of wisdom must be allowed to turn into an information field that is accessible to all and can offer a
basis and a frame of reference in our constantly changing world. For me personally, it means sharing
insight, knowledge and practice, following the ancient triad of “religion, arts and sciences”. To connect,
therefore, with the world of contemporary spiritual currents, with the world of science and with the
community, so that every individual seeking for the source can recognize himself in this source and
apply its principles to his or her life, thereby participating in the true “art of life”.

Joost R. Ritman, founder Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica

HISTORY WRITES THE FUTURE: AN EMBASSY OF THE FREE SPIRIT
The House with the Heads is a special house. Not only on the outside, but also on the inside. In the
17th century, the house and the people who dwelt in it opened their doors and hearts to new ideas,
insights and initiatives. Louis de Geer, who acquired the house in 1634, saw himself as a mercator
sapiens – a wise and erudite merchant. To De Geer, money was a means to help bring about changes
in society. The house provided a welcome to freethinkers who had found a safe haven in Amsterdam.
Both father Louis and his son Laurens financially supported dissident writers and philosophers and
their works. The house contained a well-stocked library that reflected their wide interests and included
works by the philosopher and educational reformer Jan Amos Komenský, better known under his
Latinized name Comenius.
The House with the Heads was all about discovery, encounter and enterprise. The house remained in
the De Geer family for a long time and became a platform for developing and exchanging creative
and non-conformist ideas in the field of science and philosophy.
A new era is beginning for the house, but an original and unconventional library once again lies at
the heart of the House with the Heads. As in the Golden Age, the house will soon be opening its
doors to the free spirits and autonomous thinkers of today and tomorrow, to artists and scientists, to
enterprisers and anyone seeking and offering inspiration and inventive thinking.

FUNDING
This project is co-financed by author Dan Brown (The Da Vinci Code), who has donated the sum
of € 300,000, and by the Netherlands’ Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds, which has donated the sum of

€ 15,000. The BPH has been advised in its fundraising campaign by “Wijzer Werven”, an initiative by the
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science to support cultural non-profit organizations (organizations

with an ANBI status). The BPH contributes to the digitization project by engaging staff and volunteers
in the field of project monitoring. News about the progress of the project is regularly posted via the
library’s website and social media sites.
The scanned books will eventually be freely downloadable via the new interactive online catalogue:

HERMETICALLY OPEN TO ALL

SUPPORT THE RITMAN LIBRARY
A single person, a single donation, can make a world of difference
IBAN NL80RABO0118797425
BIC RABONL2U
Chamber of Commerce registration no. 34134616
VAT no. NL8135.57.045B.01

www.ritmanlibrary.com

CONTACT
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica Foundation
Bloemstraat 13-19
NL – 1016 KV Amsterdam
+31 20 6258079
bph@ritmanlibrary.nl
The Ritman Library www.ritmanlibrary.com
Project Hermetically Open www.hermeticallyopen.com

Contact: Rixande Oosterwijk roosterwijk@ritmanlibrary.nl
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