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2012-2014: a period of transition  
 
The board and director of the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica (BPH) Foundation, also 
known as ‘The Ritman Library’ in the social media 
after its founder Joost R. Ritman, are pleased to 
present the policy plan and budget for the years 
2012-2014.  
 
The BPH is a treasure house and knowledge 
centre of European heterodox thought, set up to 
share with the public the turbulent history of the 
Christian-Hermetic gnosis, a tradition which is 
only now becoming more widely known. Thanks 
to its research institute “The Ritman Institute” 
and its publishing house “In de Pelikaan”, both 
founded in 1986, the BPH has built up an 
international reputation as a scholarly research 
library. The library holds a unique collection of 
24,000 manuscripts and printed books and was 
designated as irreplaceable Dutch cultural 
heritage in 1994. Following a difficult year in the 
shadow of the financial crisis and cuts, The 
Ritman Library reopened its doors on 16 
December 2011.  
 
The years 2012-2014 are years of transition, the 
focus being on reshaping the once privately-
funded library into a self-sustaining institution, 
and on preparing the move to the Huis met de 
Hoofden in the autumn of 2014.  
 
To enable the transformation of the originally 
private library into a Public Benefit Institution 
(ANBI), Joost R. Ritman transferred the ownership 
of the private collection of the BPH (estimated 
value: ca. 21 million euros) to the Phoenix 
Foundation, a foundation set up to preserve the 
collection and the intellectual property contained 

in it. On 19 November 2012 the Phoenix 
Foundation loaned the collection to the BPH 
Foundation free of charge and for an indefinite 
period of time.  
 
This policy plan describes the activities 
undertaken by the BPH from January 2012, which 
serve to signal its future position as an 
Amsterdam museum library in its new home, the 
Huis met de Hoofden.  
 
Embedding the library within Amsterdam 
 
The BPH aims to qualify for a provisional 
museum accreditation already at this point in 
time. This policy plan will accordingly devote 
extra attention to a description of the facilities 
and services offered by the library in the present 
location. The application will be submitted in July 
2013 and is aimed at receiving accreditation as of 
1 January 2015, when the BPH is expected to be 
fully operational in the Huis met de Hoofden. 
 
Embedding the library in the museum landscape 
of Amsterdam will strongly enhance the public 
profile of the Huis met de Hoofden and will also 
have a positive impact on both the library and 
the public role of the building. The Huis met de 
Hoofden was a hospitable haven in the heart of 
Amsterdam in the seventeenth century; in the 
twenty-first century, the Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica in the Huis met de Hoofden will be 
able to offer an open platform in a globalizing 
world, encouraging an exhange between the 
spiritual heritage of Western Europe and that of 
other cultures.  
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Hermetically Open 
 
In 2012 the BPH embarked on a long-term 
project, ‘Hermetically Open’. The purpose of this 
project is to harness the collecting area of the 
BPH, the Christian-Hermetic gnosis, and the 
accumulated academic expertise to build an 
online community, an ‘open learning lab 
environment’ for anyone wishing to consult or 
study the sources in the field of the Christian-
Hermetic gnosis for personal, academic or other 
purposes. Through the transformative 
‘Hermetically Open’ project, the BPH will be able 
to fulfil its traditional library and academic roles 
in the worldwide digital domain, and also 
develop the new roles associated with a modern 
heritage institution: 
 
Academic and educational role. In 2012 the BPH 
and the Center for the History of Hermetic 
Philosophy (HHP) of the University of Amsterdam, 
a Chair founded in 1999 and headed by Prof. 
Wouter Hanegraaff, strenghtened their 
collaboration on various levels. The aim of the 
collaboration is to create a ‘knowledge hub’ 
allowing a global online community of academics, 
artists, authors, students and all interested 
parties to explore and share the transformative 
nature of Hermetic wisdom and its influence in 
the areas of art, science and religion. At present a 
five-year collaboration plan is being developed, 
including applications for grants for PhD and post-
doctoral research projects.  
 
Cultural role. Since 1993 the BPH has been 
strongly committed to national and international 
collaboration with partner institutions by 
pursuing an active exhibition and publications 
policy in collaboration with libraries in Moscow, 

Wolfenbüttel, Florence, Venice, Rome and with 
libraries in the Netherlands. As of 2012 the BPH 
not only approaches partner libraries and 
museum for loans but also seeks to align its 
exhibition programme with that of partner 
museums, most recently Museum Boerhaave 
(Leiden) and the Hermitage Amsterdam. The 
cultural profile of the BPH will become even 
more pronounced after the library has moved to 
the Huis met de Hoofden. As has been stated 
above, the application for a provisional museum 
status will be submitted in July this year. The 
ultimate basis for full qualification will be the 
situation in the Huis met de Hoofden as of 2015, 
when the BPH will be able to develop an active 
and public-oriented heritage policy. To carry out 
its role as a heritage institution, the BPH will 
appeal to culture funds and will also seek 
support from the business community. 
 
Bridging role. Making connections by engaging 
with libraries, universities, educational 
institutions and museums has always been a 
primary concern of the BPH. The BPH also caters 
to a growing need by offering a platform for 
contemporary esoteric societies that are 
associated with its collecting areas, such as 
masonic, Rosicrucian, Sufi, theosophical and 
antroposophical societies. Thus the BPH has 
organized an exhibition on Four Centuries of 
Rosicrucianism together with the Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek in The Hague and the Lectorium 
Rosicrucianum (1998), and a symposium on the 
theme ‘Call of the World Heart’, in which 
representatives from various esoteric societies 
were invited to take part (2009). By participating 
in public events, the BPH has also regularly 
acquainted the general public with members 
from the academic community. In the autumn of 
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2013 the BPH will organize an exhibition in 
collaboration with Marco Pasi, lecturer of the 
HHP in Amsterdam, in the context of an 
international conference then taking place in 
Amsterdam on the theme of ‘Enchanted 
modernities: Theosophy and the Arts’. The 
launch of ‘Hermetically Open’ and the use of 
modern means of communication have also 
brought a new target group within reach: the 
global community essentially interested in the 
themes of the library though not necessarily 
belonging to the traditional academic or esoteric 
target groups of the BPH. 
 
Economic role. Until now, the BPH has been able 
to flourish thanks to the patronage of its founder, 
Joost R. Ritman, and a government grant 
awarded to the library in the years 2005 to mid 
2011 to manage the state-owned part of the 
BPH. By fostering a ‘Global Hermetic Circle’, the 
‘Hermetically Open’ project hopes to gather 
friends, interested parties and stakeholders 
around the library who are also willing to 
financially support the transformation of the 
library into a self-sustaining institution. The 
board and director are committed to pursuing a 
vigorous friends programme and an active 
fundraising campaign in the years 2012-2014. 
The BPH was registered as a Public Benefit 
Institution (ANBI) on 28 December 2009.  
 
 
 
Esther Ritman 
 
Director and librarian 
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The Founder and the Origins of the Library 
 
Joost R. Ritman (1941) is an Amsterdam 
businessman with an abiding interest in spirituality 
who began collecting books at the age of sixteen. 
The foundation for the collection was laid when 
his mother presented him with a seventeenth-
century copy of Jacob Böhmes Aurora for his 
birthday. The German mystic has remained an 
inexhaustible source of inspiration to him since. In 
1984 Joost Ritman decided to turn his private 
collection into a library which was to be accessible 
to the public, bringing together under one roof 
manuscripts and printed books in the field of the 
Hermetic tradition and showing their relevance for 
the present day.  
 
Joost Ritman is not only passionate about books 
and art. He is also strongly committed to his native 
city, Amsterdam, particularly its cultural treasures. 
In the past twenty years he has supported a range 
of institutions, including the Museum Het 
Rembrandthuis, the Jewish Historical Museum, Ets 
Haim Livraria Montezinos, The Nieuwe Kerk 
Foundation, the Hortus Botanicus, the Westerkerk 
and the Library of the Concertgebouworkest. He 
has received several awards in recognition of his 
work on behalf of the world of the book. In 1995 
he received the Laurens Jansz. Coster prize, a 
literary prize for persons and institutions of 
outstanding merit for the Dutch book; in 2002 he 
received the silver medal of the Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Sciences and the Order of the 
Netherlands Lion; in 2003 he received the 
Comenius medal for his efforts to make Comenius’ 
works available in Dutch.  
 
With the move to the Huis met de Hoofden, the 
library will be strongly positioning itself in the 

public field. This is also the library’s ultimate 
destination, in the interest of cultural history 
and scholarship. In his founder’s letter dated 19 
November 2011, which was attached to the 
statutes of the BPH Foundation, Joost R. Ritman 
describes how he envisages the future of his 
life’s work: 	
	
‘The “birth” of the Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica coincided with a sudden and deep 
experience I had at the age of sixteen that 
everything is connected. I realised there is a 
profound connection between origin and 
creation, between “God – Cosmos – Man”, or in 
the words of Hermes Trismegistus: “He who 
contemplates himself with his mind, knows 
himself and knows the All: the All is in man.” 
 

1 Then	&	now	
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As the founder of the Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica, it has been my life’s work over the 
past fifty years to build a unique collection of 
manuscripts and printed books in the field of the 
Christian-Hermetic Gnosis. The collection can be 
described as reflecting man’s search for the 
meaning of existence, as a “treasure house of the 
human spirit”. The inner perception of man has 
always moved independently from the major 
religions and the community, but the free 
expression of it has likewise been in danger of 
becoming suppressed and marginalized: people 
have been persecuted and their books have been 
destroyed. The Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica, therefore, is a library of rare books in 
a very special sense, which has achieved its 
unique character, unparalleled in the world, due 
to its strong thematic coherence and the fullness 
of the area it covers.  
 
It has always been my goal to connect this 
treasure house with the community at large and 
make the texts – the sources – available to a wide 
audience. From the moment the library opened its 
doors, it was not only a collection of historically 
important books, but primarily a living institute, 
and “hermetically open” to all. The “Source” has 
to flow, and the information released through 
these currents of wisdom must be allowed to 
become an information field which is accessible to 
all and can offer a basis and a frame of reference 
in this constantly changing world. For me 
personally, this means sharing insight, knowledge 
and practice in line with the ancient triad of 
“religion, arts and sciences”, therefore to connect 
with the world of contemporary spiritual currents, 
the world of science and with the community, so 
that every individual seeking for the source may 
be able to recognize himself in this source and 

apply it to his life, thereby becoming a participant 
in the true “art of life”. 
 
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica is rooted 
in the city of Amsterdam for a reason. The 
“freedom of the word”, the testimony of the 
human spirit, was first given wings in this city in 
the celebrated Golden Age with its freedom of 
religion, its freedom of expression and its 
freedom of printing. It is my heartfelt wish that 
this library will remain permanently anchored in 
Amsterdam.’ 
 
Relations with the Dutch government 
 
The relations between Joost R. Ritman and the 
Dutch government date from 1993, when talks 
began to be conducted with representatives from 
the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, 
subsequently with its successor, the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Sciences (OCW). In 1994 
his extraordinary private collection was placed on 
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the list of protected cultural assets under the 
Cultural Heritage Act. In 2004 the State acquired 
a major share of this collection, the so-called 
‘state-owned part’ of the BPH, though the 
collection remained in the library as a loan. In 
the following years there were intensive talks 
with the Ministry of OCW to explore the 
possibilities of transferring the entire collection 
of the BPH to the public sphere. In this period, 
the so-called ‘Ritman-owned part’ of the 
collection was regarded as eligible for a 
succession arrangement following the 1956 
Succession Act, which allows the future heirs to 
introduce the library as an ‘in-kind’ payment in 
settlement of inheritance tax. 
 
Following a conflict between founder Joost R. 
Ritman and Friesland Bank at the end of 2010, 
these relations were severed, leading to an 
annulment of the loan agreement and the 
transferral of the state-owned part of the 
collection to the Royal Library in The Hague. That 
the reunion of these two parts is to be preferred 
has been emphasized by the Council for Culture 
on several occasions: ‘It does not serve any 
sensible purpose to isolate the core collection 
from the BPH collection and place it within a 
large academic library or the Royal Library. A 
large library is unable to offer any of the required 
specialized attention such as targeted collection 
building, access and development, research 
facilities and cultural programmes.’  
 
The goal of restoring the former cohesion of the 
collection has accordingly been formulated as 
one of the policy objectives of the BPH 
Foundation’s revised statutes dated 29 
November 2011. Structural conditions have been 
created to place the Ritman-owned part of the 

collection in a separate foundation established to 
preserve the collection. The Ritman-owned part 
of the collection was subsequently given in loan 
to the BPH Foundation. 
 
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 
Foundation 
 
“As an eleven year old in Year 6, I prepared a 
paper on Books of Hours. I had looked up all kinds 
of information, but after having seen pictures of 
these wonderful books I really wanted to see an 
actual Book of Hours myself. And so one day I 
was allowed to visit the Rare Books Room of the 
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica in 
Amsterdam, where I was shown real Books of 
Hours by a curator who told me everything there 
was to know. I think this is one of the most 
beautiful books I have ever seen in my life. I will 
never forget those illuminated pages with gold 
leaf on parchment.” - Béatrice Augrandjean, 
intern at the BPH 
 
Objectives 
 
The objectives of the Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica are: 
 
To collect, preserve, maintain and add to the 
collection of printed books and manuscripts of 
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica. The 
collection contains approximately 19,000 
modern printed works (works printed after 
1800) and approximately 4,400 printed works 
dating from the sixteenth to nineteenth 
centuries; approximately 285 manuscripts 
dating after 1550 and a small number of 
incunables and manuscripts. 
 

B
ib

li
o
th

ec
a	
Ph

il
o
so

p
h
ic
a	
H
er

m
et

ic
a	

| 
th

en
 &

 n
ow

10



To conduct and facilitate research into the field 
of the Hermetica. The Ritman Institute is a Study 
and Documentation Centre which has set itself 
three main tasks: to provide an inventory and 
formal description of the research areas, to make 
bibliographic descriptions and digitize and make 
accessible the sources, and interdisciplinary 
academic research. The research areas identified 
by the Institute within the Hermetica are: 
Hermetism and Hermetic Gnosis, Alchemy, 
Magic, Kabbalah, Mysticism (Late Antiquity, the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance) and 
Paracelsianism, Hermetic Spiritualism, 
Behmenism, Rosicrucians, theosophical-
alchemical Freemasonry (sixteenth-eighteenth 
centuries, and their modern offshoots). The 
Ritman Institute aims to map the history of the 
Hermetica in the West, specifically in the 
Netherlands, as completely as possible and seeks 
collaboration with national and international 
libraries and other institutions where possible. 
 
To issue publications on subjects central to the 
collection. The publications issued by In de 
Pelikaan, the publishing house set up by and for 
the BPH, address both general and academic 
readers. So far, some forty titles have been 
issued, which are published in three series, the 
Hermes series (exhibition catalogues), the 
Pimander series (conference proceedings and 
research results by the Ritman Institute) and the 
Asclepius series (general works). 
 
On 29 November 2011, the BPH foundation 
added the following objectives to the statutes: 
 
To strive for a physical reunion of the state-
owned part of the BPH collection currently 
deposited in the Royal Library in The Hague with 
the private part that has now been transferred to 
the Phoenix Foundation and is managed by the 
BPH Foundation. 
 
To enter into strategic alliances with other 
libraries, museums, educational, social and 
academic institutions to develop the BPH’s public 
debating platform.  
 
To supervise the management of the library and 
to raise funds to develop a communication 
platform in the BPH’s field of expertise, as a new 

point of reference for the twenty-first century, 
making use of innovative technology in the field 
of digitization and digital communication. 
 
To promote the use of the library as a vibrant 
institute, presently located in the ‘In de 
Rozenboom’ buildings on 13-19 Bloemstraat 
Amsterdam, but with the intention of relocating 
the library to the Huis met de Hoofden on 123, 
Keizersgracht in Amsterdam in due time. 
 
Management 
 
The reopening of the BPH on 16 December 2011 
marked the moment when the library was able 
to resume its focus on its objectives and tasks. To 
facilitate this new beginning, the organizational 
structure surrounding the library was revised. 
The Board of the Bibliotheca Philosophica 
Hermetica Foundation consists of Mirjam 
Duivenvoorden-Ritman (chair), Hedy d’Ancona 
(member), Martijn van Mancius (treasurer) and 
Maarten Meijer (secretary).  
 
The Board of the BPH Foundation meets at least 
twice a year, during which meetings the board 
assesses policy plans and financial surveys as well 
as projects carried out by the library, and takes 
decisions regarding future projects and budget 
allocations. In addition, the Board is closely 
involved in talks with the State in order to 
physically reunite the state-owned part of the 
BPH collection now in the Royal Library in The 
Hague with the Ritman part of the collection. As 
the library is moving towards a state of 
independence, one of the roles of the Board is to 
find ways of attracting sponsors and to approach 
funds to help finance special projects. All 
evaluations and decisions made by the Board are 
recorded in the minutes. The BPH Foundation is 
advised not only by the Board but also by a 
number of fiscal, legal and strategic advisors.  
 
Director and staff 
 
As of 1 January 2012, the BPH employs two 
regular staff members, director and librarian 
Esther Ritman and assistant director Rixande 
Oosterwijk. Both are employed for an indefinite 
period on the basis of a 40-hour working week. 
The terms of employment are laid down in the 
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employment contracts. Esther Ritman has been 
associated with the library since 1985, during 
which time she was responsible for PR and 
external communication and was involved in 
developing projects. Since 1994 she supported 
the founder, Joost Ritman, in the library’s 
strategy developments. In 2003 and 2006 
respectively she assumed the duties of Prof. 
Frans Janssen as director and Dr. C. Gilly as 
librarian. Assistant director and finance and 
adminstration manager Rixande Oosterwijk, who 
has been with the library since 2001, is 
responsible for the daily management of the 
library and the development of the Hermetically 
Open project. Since 2012 the two collection 
curators Drs. José Bouman and Dr. Cis van 
Heertum, who had been employed in a full-time 
capacity by the library since 1983 and 1991 
respectively, have been engaged on a freelance 
basis for sixteen hours weekly. Management and 

collaborators contribute to the continuity and 
development of the immaterial heritage of the 
BPH through their long-term association with the 
library and the accumulated expertise within this 
unique field. 
 
Project collaborators, volunteers and trainees  
 
Rob Oosterwijk (Multimediation) has been 
webmaster of the BPH since its first website was 
launched in 2000. He is responsible for the 
design and development of the multimedia 
content on the website and the design and 
production of exhibition and publication projects. 
In 2012 Eline Bochem, a student enrolled in the 
MA programme of the Chair for the History of 
Hermetic Philosophy (HHP) at the University of 
Amsterdam, has been appointed on a project 
basis for 24 hours a week to formulate and 
implement the Hermetically Open project.  
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She is particularly interested in developing the 
BPH’s educational programme. On behalf of the 
Hermetically Open project, Zoltán Ágó and Péter 
Árvai of Aquarius Hand have also been engaged 
on a project basis for technical support, 
marketing and communication, and Yerzi Hensel 
(Yerzi.nl) for technical support and web hosting. 
Pia Ritman is involved as a volunteer in the 
Hermetically Open project one day a week. 
Recently, Esclarmonde Ritman has joined the 
BPH team to provide administrative and general 
support for two days a week. Former volunteer 
Matthew Shannon (Sandberg Institute) is now 
responsible on a project basis for videos and 
webinars. Béatrice Augrandjean (a Liberal Arts & 
Sciences student at the University of Utrecht), 
whose internship in the BPH (4 February-12 April 
2013) was very positively assessed by BPH 
director Esther Ritman and supervisor Frank 
Brandsma, has been engaged in September 2013 
to deliver content for the website and social 
media. In addition to the curators who are in 
charge of the reading room on the first floor and 
offer tours, Eline, Pia, Esclarmonde and Béatrice 
receive and assist visitors and readers. 
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Hermetica 
The basis for this collection area are the 
philosophical, theosophical, magical, astrological 
and alchemical works attributed to Hermes 
Trismegistus, together with other works from the 
neoplatonic environment in which these 
originated, patristic works testifying to the 
Christian reception of Hermes, and the influence 
of the Hermetica from the early Middle Ages to 
the late eighteenth century. 
 
Following the discovery of a gnostic library with 
several Hermetic texts in Nag Hammadi in Egypt 
in 1945, we may speak of a new Renaissance of 
the Hermetica, both in the scholarly field and in 
wider circles. 
 
Alchemy 
The BPH collects a range of alchemical texts: 
works relating to the origins of alchemy (Greek 
and Oriental alchemy), its reception in the West 
and secondary literature exploring several angles 
of alchemy (scientific, medical, theosophical, 
symbolical, psychological). Many manuscripts 
dating from from after 1550 are alchemical in 
nature. Modern interpretations of alchemy, like 
that of Jung, are also collected to offer a 
comprehensive view of this ‘Hermetic art’. 
 
Mysticism 
The BPH especially collects medieval (and later) 
mystics showing a demonstrable affinity with 
Hermetic thought, such as the German mystics 
Meister Eckhart, Suso and Tauler. 
 
Some of Eckhart’s convictions were not only alien 
to orthodox Christian doctrine, they may also be 
Hermetic in origin, such as his idea of the ‘divine 
man’. Another focus within this collecting area is 

“It has always been my goal to connect this 
treasure house with the community at large and 
make the texts – the sources – available to a wide 
audience. From the moment the library opened 
its doors, it was not only a collection of 
historically important books, but primarily a living 
institute, and ‘hermetically open’ to all.”  
Joost R. Ritman 
 
The Binding Element: Christian-Hermetic Gnosis 
 
A central theme in Hermetic and gnostic texts is 
the exploration of the divine essence, the cosmos 
and man considered in their mutual relationship: 
he who knows God and the cosmos, knows 
himself, and vice versa. The reciprocal relationship 
between God and man, but also the ascent to God 
are characteristic of gnostic-hermetic and mystical 
texts. What they have in common is that they set 
out to offer insight into the cohesion of things, to 
offer ‘initiation’ into a reality lying behind visible 
reality, to point the way, via knowledge of the 
cosmos and knowledge of the self, to an intuitive 
knowledge of God and a personal, direct 
experience of the divine. The ‘Way of Gnosis’ or 
the ‘Way of Hermes’ ultimately leads to this goal: 
the experience of the divine reality, which cannot 
be taught intellectually but must be experienced 
individually (gnosis). 
 
Christian-hermetic gnosis is the binding element 
between the collecting areas of the BPH. The nestor 
of gnosis research in the Netherlands, the late Prof. 
Gilles Quispel, called gnosis the hidden component 
of European cultural history, in addition to faith and 
reason. Christian-hermetic gnosis as a thematically 
related collecting profile forms the vibrant core of 
the library and may be subdivided into the following 
six main collecting areas: 
 

2 The	Library	as	Treasure	House	of	the	Human	Mind 
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Jacob Böhme and his followers, many of whom 
found a haven and a centre for their spirituality 
in the Dutch Republic between 1630-1735. The 
mystical tradition continued into the period of 
the Enlightenment and early Romanticism; these 
authors, too, are also collected. 
 
Rosicrucians 
This collecting area is built around the legendary 
reform movement of the early seventeenth 
century, which evoked an enormous response 
with its manifestoes Fama fraternitatis, Confessio 
fraternitatis and Chymische Hochzeit in war-torn 
Europe in the years 1614-1616. In addition to the 
original seventeenth-century editions, the BPH 
owns and collects moderns editions of these 
manifestoes, ranging from facsimile editions to 
annotated text editions, as well as various 
translations, into English, French, and Spanish, etc. 
Towards the end of the nineteenth century both 
sides of the Atlantic Ocean witnessed a true 
proliferation of movements professing an affinity 
with Rosicrucian lore. The works issuing from 
these movements are also represented in the BPH. 
 
Gnosis & Western Esotericism 
This collecting area comprises various currents 
within the Western spiritual tradition of the past 
two thousand years which, in addition to 
Hermetica, Alchemy, Mysticism and Rosicrucians, 
gave expression to a quest for spiritual 
knowledge mainly manifesting itself 
independently from the institutionalized 
religions. These collecting areas act as 
counterparts to the core of the collection. 
 
Comparative Religion Studies 
This collecting area offers a broad historical 
background to the study of the Hermetica and 
Gnosis. It contains classical studies by authors 
like J.G.R. Forlong, James George Frazer and 

Mircea Eliade, but also works on the religion and 
culture of ancient Egypt, their relationship to the 
Hermetica, and the appeal which Egypt still 
exerts on modern Western esoteric authors and 
currents. This collecting area also comprises 
studies on myths, pre-Christian cults and wisdom 
currents and early Christianity. 
 
A Few Highlights from the Collection 
 
Six highlights from each of the collecting areas: 
 
Hermetica 
 
Henricus Cornelis Agrippa, De occulta 
philosophia. [Cologne, Johannes Soter], 1533  
 
Five editions of De occulta philosophia, one of the 
absolute gems of Renaissance magic, were 
published in 1533 – this is a copy of the first 
edition. This copy shows that owners of books, 
too, ‘have their destinies’: a later owner rigorously 
removed the name of a contemporary owner of 
this copy from the title-page. This previous and 
now anonymous owner was especially interested 
in the number 7, which was discussed in great 
detail by Agrippa in Book I. Our owner referred to 
several other works in the margins of the book, 
one of the most recent of which was Filippo 
Beroaldo’s Heptalogus, a work on the Seven Sages 
of Greece. These seven sages were the alleged 
founders of presocratic philosophy – although it is 
not quite sure exactly who they were: ‘There were 
twenty-two of them’, according to Luciano de 
Crescenzo. What has been preserved in this copy 
is the bookplate of the great French author 
Anatole France (on the front pastedown). As had 
also happened with De occulta philosophia, the 
works of Anatole France were put on the Index 
librorum prohibitorum, which this bibliophile 
French author considered a great honour. 
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Alchemy 
 
Michael Maier, Atalanta fugiens. Oppenheim, 
Johann Theodor de Bry, 1618 
 
One of alchemy’s ‘iconic’ works of the seventeenth 
century. Maier’s work has also been called an 
‘alchemical Gesamtkunstwerk’, because it offers 
emblems, epigrams, explanations and fugas in a 
single volume – it might therefore also be 
considered as one of the first ‘multimedia works’. 
Music from Atalanta fugiens is performed by 
baroque ensembles to this day, and new 
interpretations of the emblems are still being 
offered: an inexhaustible work of inspiration, 
therefore. In the preface to the reader, Maier 
writes that man is a microcosm and that the more 
we strive to approach divine nature in this life, the 
more joy we will derive from investigating the 
world around us. Emblem 42 describes the 
qualities an alchemist should rely on in his 

exploration of nature: nature itself, reason, 
experience and books. Maier was a physician 
who advocated Rosicrucian thought; a year 
before Atalanta fugiens came out, he had 
published a defence of the Brotherhood, 
Silentium post clamores. 
 
Rosicrucians 
 
[Geheime Figuren] Die Lehren der Rosenkreuzer 
aus dem 16. und 17.ten Jahrhundert, manuscript 
on paper, ca. 1750 (M309) 
 
A ‘manual’ intended to be used in the circles of 
the Gold- und Rosenkreuzer of the second half of 
the eighteenth century, a compendium of 
alchemical, theosophical and hermetic thought 
and imagery, derived from older printed and 
manuscript sources. The Geheime Figuren were 
first printed in an slightly adapted form in Altona 
in 1785; this manuscript predates the printed 
edition and is one of the finest copies known. 
Remarkably, the figure of Sophia is one of the 
figures strongly resembling a bibliographically 
unknown manuscript preserved in the Wellcome 
library (Ms 2492) dating from c. 1735. The three 
other figures are the Weigelian Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil (fol. 9), Divina 
Theosophia (fol. 32) and Sigillum (fol. 36). The 
London manuscript will also be included in the 
large-scale study and edition of the Geheime 
Figuren that has been undertaken by the Ritman 
Institute. 
 
Mysticism 
 
Jacob Böhme, Works, London, M. Richardson & 
G. Robinson, 1764-1781, ed. W. Law 
 
This fine edition of the collected works of the 
seventeenth-century German theosopher Jacob 
Böhme, by the English divine and follower of 
Böhme William Law, was the centre piece of the 
reopening exhibition ‘Infinite Fire’. The coloured 
diagrams, which were based on designs made by 
a German Böhme disciple, Dionysius Andreas 
Freher, explore the relationship between God, 
cosmos and man. These diagrams, which were 
chosen as the exhibition’s logo, are now online 
and can be searched by means of ‘pop-ups’ 
visualizing Böhme’s theosophical insights and 
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culminating in man’s spiritual regeneration. The 
explanation of these diagrams, by Freher himself, 
are incorporated in a splendid multimedia 
presentation. 
 
(www.ritmanlibrary.com/an-illustration-of-the- 
deep-principles-of-jacob-behmen-in-figures-by- 
william-law) 
 
Kabbalah 
 
Samuel Gallico, Asis rimmonim, manuscript on 
paper, Italy 1575 
 
Gallico’s Asis rimmonim is an abridged version of 
Moses Cordovero’s Pardes rimmonim (The 
Garden of Pomegranates). Pardes rimmonim 
(1548) is one of the most important kabbalistic 
compendia to have been written before the 
arrival of Isaac Luria, who was a diciple of 
Cordovero. Asis rimmonim (Essence of 
Pomegranates) was first printed in 1601. This 
manuscript, which contains the kabbalistic tree 
of life or the sefirot, including volvelles each also 
containing the ten sefirot, predates the printed 
edition and was probably copied in Mantua. At 
the end of the work we find the signature of 
Giovanni Domenico Carretto, a Jewish convert to 
Christianity, dated 1607. It is known that 
Domenico Carretto was active in Mantua as 

censor of Hebrew works around this time. The 
earliest recorded owner of this remarkable 
manuscript was Isaac Shalom Cohen (1593). 
 
Esotericism 
 
Bhagavad Gita. Manuscript on vellum, Sanskrit, 
place and time unknown, Ms 208 
 
The Bhagavad Gita, part of the larger epic poem 
Mahabhrata, contains a dialogue between prince 
Arjuna and the god Krishna. Arjuna, fearing an 
internecine war, turns to Krishna for advice. In the 
ensuing dialogue, Krishna teaches Arjuna about 
wisdom, the road to true piety and altruism. This 
beautiful oblomg manuscript on vellum contains 
24 miniatures depicting episodes from the epic, 
though they can also be interpreted symbolically. 
The chariot may be interpreted as the body; 
Arjuna as the soul and Krishna as the Higher 
Intellect getting ready for the battle between the 
demonic and the divine nature.  
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Management 
 
The collection is owned by The Phoenix 
Foundation and has been given in loan for an 
indefinite period to the BPH Foundation. The 
details of this transaction have been recorded 
in the loan agreement dated 19 November 
2012. The agreement will be reviewed every 
two years, starting with 1 December 2014. 
The lender himself is responsible for the 
insurance costs of the collection. The 
borrower manages the collection and is 
responsible for security and preservation. An 
estimate to this effect has been included in 
the budget under general expenses.  
 
Acquisition Policy 
 
Acquisition 
 
The existing collection is constantly enlarged 
by both modern books (both antiquarian 
books after 1900 and recent publications) and 
by rare old books and manuscripts before 
1900. All acquisitions (donations as well as 
purchases) are registered upon arrival in the 
digitized journal or acquisitions ledger, stating 
title, book dealer and price. All journals (in 
digital or hard copy form) are available from 
the time the library was opened to the public 
in 1983/4. It has been set down in the loan 
agreement with The Phoenix Foundation that 
selection and acquisition is carried out by the 
BPH curators in consultation with The Phoenix 
Foundation. When printed books are entered 
in the automated catalogue, each new book is 
awarded a UBN (Unique Book Number, visible 
only in the catalogue, not in the book itself). It 
is then fully catalogued and given an ex libris 
with a shelf mark. 
 

Provenance Research 
 
Provenance research no longer takes place when 
books are purchased: the book dealer supplies 
any provenance details, which are generally also 
to be found in the book in the form of 
annotations or ownership entries by previous 
owners; these are double-checked by the 
curators. The staff is naturally alert to signals of 
fellow instititutions when notified that stolen 
books are in circulation. 
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Deselection 
 
The BPH is primarily a resource library: books are 
not deselected because the information they 
contain is not regarded as outdated. Only in 
exceptional cases are discards proposed by The 
Phoenix Foundation or in consultation with this 
Foundation. These may concern duplications 
arising from donations or material withdrawn 
from the collection because it does not match 
the collecting profile (for instance when 
complete lots are acquired at auction). As the 
BPH does not own the collection it manages, the 
usual procedure is not followed here, in the 
sense that the object to be discarded is first 
offered to another institution. The owner is free 
to decide whether he will donate or sell the 
discarded material. Irrespective of this, The 
Phoenix Foundation may at all times decide to 
withdraw an individual loan, either temporarily 
or permanently. 
 
Conservation Policy 
 
Since its corporization, the BPH is working in 
accordance with the Ethical Code for Museums in 
an increasing number of cases: step by step, and 
in as far appropriate to the library’s unique 
position, which differs from other – publicly 
owned – museums, this code is being introduced 
and followed. The procedures are recorded in 
written policy papers. 
 
Climatization 
 
Climatization of the current buildings is effected 
by means of humifidiers which are placed in the 
two exhibition areas and in the rare books room 
on the second floor. During protracted periods of 
frost, however, the relative air humidity on the 
ground floor is very low (below 35%). Extra 
measures taken during these periods consist of 
sealing off all windows and permanently keeping 
the fire doors between the two buildings closed. 
Under extreme weather conditions, however, the 
ground-floor area is very difficult to climatize 

adequately. At the time of writing this policy 
plan, the possibility of purchasing humidity 
controlled micro-climate cases for the exhibition 
rooms is being investigated. A survey of recent 
measurements of the relative air humidity and 
temperatures (March-May 2013) in the two 
exhibition areas is available. 
 
In the new premises on 123, Keizersgracht, the 
two areas where the modern and the rare books 
collections are to be housed will be controlled 
according to prevailing humidity and temperature 
standards. 
 
Light Measurements 
 
Recently (May 2013) light measurements have 
been performed in several places of the rare 
books room on the second floor and in the 
exhibition area on the ground floor. 
Measurements were made with the lighting in the 
showcases on and off; on the second floor close 
to the window with subdued daylight and in the 
rear of the room, where there is no or hardly any 
direct sunlight. The results in the exhibition areas, 
where the books lie open in the showcases, are 
good (below 50 lux) and do not require a revision 
of the current conservation policy. 
 
A survey of the results: 
 
 
	Measure	results 	May	2013 	Vis 	UV
 Large exhibition area  
 left

 lights off  15,8  7

 lights on  15,6  13,2

 Large exhibition area  
 right

 lights off  16,1  7

 lights on  20,5  8

 Exhibition area near the  
 entrance

 lights off  12,8  4

 lights on  54,4  60

 Second floor  window left  93,4  172

 in the rear left  24,6  105

 window right  96,6  225

 in the rear right 21,5  128
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Restoration 
 
Book restoration is carried out after consultation 
with and by external expert binders and paper 
restorers. Care is taken that any restorations are 
reversible; fragile objects are preferably placed 
in a protective case rather than restored. All 
restorations are documented by means of 
photographs and a report. 
 
Confidentiality and Security 
 
When objects and information, hard copy or 
online, are made available, confidentiality is 
assured: purchasing details and prices are not 
made public, following an agreement with the 
lender. The security of objects is guaranteed 
because books may only be consulted in the 
presence of qualified staff. As in any library with 
a rare books collection, fragile objects can be 
placed on special supports to prevent damage 
from occurring to the books.  
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The cumulative effect of new research in all fields 
that have a bearing on history of Hermetic 
philosophy and related currents is that we are 
beginning to perceive the outlines of a new 
understanding of the historical developments 
from which our culture and society have 
emerged. this means that eventually we will have 
to reconsider the nature of our own identity. For 
detailed research of this kind, it is often crucial to 
study a large number of sources together; and 
the only place where that is possible is in a 
specialized library like the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica, that tries to bring all the 
primary sources and the relevant secondary 
literature together in one physical location.  
(From the ‘Per aspera ad Fontes’ speech by  
Prof. Wouter J. Hanegraaff) 
 
The Ritman Institute Research Centre 
 
Research 
 
The academic staff of the BPH carries out 
research into the collecting areas and is 
committed to assisting external researchers 
wishing to conduct research into the collection or 
parts of it. The research carried out by the staff 
concerns individual items in the collection and 
parts of the collection in the framework of 
research projects or exhibitions. In the past, 
external researchers have mainly conducted 
research into individual items in the collection, 
including unique material (manuscripts) and 
works by single authors. Research by the 
academic staff of the BPH also focusses on the 
archival collections present in the library, such as 
the Forlong Collection and the Meyrink 

Collection. At present the library is investigating 
the possibilities of formulating a PhD or Postdoc 
project together with Dr. Marco Pasi of the 
Center for the History of Hermetic Philosophy to 
describe and publish the comprehensive 
personal archive of Arthur Edward Waite. 
 
Publications 
 
The Ritman Library publishes research results 
into its own collections via articles (printed or 
online) and publications, the latter usually 
brought out by the library’s publishing house In 
de Pelikaan. The last major such publication 
appeared in 2008, when In de Pelikaan brought 
out Der magische Schriftsteller Gustav Meyrink, 
seine Freunde und sein Werk by former curator 
Dr. Theodor Harmsen. This work discusses and 
analyzes a separately placed collection of works 
by and on the occult author Gustav Meyrink 
(1868-1932). In addition, research into works in 
the collection is also published in articles (printed 
or online). In 2009 curator Dr. Cis van Heertum 
published an article on Theodor Kerckring, 
physician, alchemist and member of the circle 
around Spinoza: ‘Championing Basilius Valentinus 
and Expecting Elias Artista: Theodor Kerckring’s 
Commentary on Currus Triumphalis Antimonii’, 
which formed the basis for an exhibition in 2012. 
Publications by external researchers based on 
research into the BPH’s holdings are included in 
the archive and listed in the annual reports. 
 

3 The	Library	as	Knowledge	Centre		
and	Virtual	Meeting	Place	
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In de Pelikaan Publishing House 
 
Publications 
 
The BPH’s publishing house In de Pelikaan 
specializes in text editions and historical studies 
in the BPH’s field of interest (Pimander series), 
catalogues of exhibitions in the library (Hermes 
series) and publications on a scholarly basis 
geared to a wider, non-specialized audience 
(Asclepius series). 
 
Web Shop: Printed Publications, E-Books and 
Merchandise 
 
In addition to distribution via traditional 
channels, publications (hard copy and e-books) 
by publishing house In de Pelikaan are offered 
via the web shop. A modest first beginning to 
sell merchandise is offered in the form of a set 
of cards of drawings by artist Laurie Lipton 
depicting seven alchemical stages from the 
late medieval ‘Splendor Solis’ series. More 
merchandise will be developed and offered in 
the near future. A source of inspiration is the 
Rijksmuseum’s ‘Rijksstudio’, offering an online 
photo repository allowing vistors to exercise 
their own creative talents on 125,000 master 
pieces from the Rijksmuseum. This databank 
was partly ‘powered by Bank Giro Loterij’. The 
BPH is investigating the options of starting a 
similar project as part of the Hermetically 
Open project. 
 

Visitors wanting to purchase items from In de 
Pelikaan’s web shop can make payments via 
Paypal or credit card. At present it is not yet 
possible to pay via iDeal, a payment method 
developed by Dutch banks, though this option 
will be offered in future. Publications (hard copy 
or e-books) are offered, sometimes with a 
discount, via special Facebook offers and 
appealing banners on the library website. 
 
Since two years, new publications are offered both 
as hard copies and e-books via the library’s 
website, while a number of existing publications 
on the backlist are also sold as e-books. In the 
coming years, the entire backlist of ‘In de Pelikaan’ 
will be offered as e-books via the web shop.  
 
The Hermetically Open Project 
 
“What makes the BPH special is the unifying 
concept from which it has been built up – the 
same concept that is also at the basis of my chair 
at the University of Amsterdam. This is why a 
close collaboration between these two institutes 
in our city is so important: 1 + 1 = 3.  The key to a 
bright future lies in the further development of 
“Hermetic Amsterdam” as a central nodal point 
within an open and dynamic international 
network of scholars, universities, libraries, and so 
on, with optimal use of all the advanced 
technical means that are available today”  
- Prof. Wouter J. Hanegraaff, ‘Per Aspera Ad 
Fontes’, December 2012. 
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The Hermetically Open project initiated by the 
BPH has been set up to bring the traditional 
library tasks online, and to develop an online 
knowledge centre and platform for Christian-
Hermetic gnosis. A knowledge centre is a self-
sustainable network that is fed by the members 
of the community. The operative words of 
Hermetically Open are accessibility and 
knowledge sharing: providing access to the 
sources and expertise available in the library to 
the global community to make possible transfer 
of knowledge. Hermetically Open offers room for 
education and development in the widest sense. 
The possibilities for academic and educational 
knowledge transfer within the community are 
being developed in close collaboration with the 
Chair for the History of Hermetic Philosophy 
(HHP), especially with Prof. W.J. Hanegraaff and 
his colleagues Dr. P. Forshaw and Dr. M. Pasi. 
 
The ‘pilot’ phase of the project started in 2012 
and was supported financially by a gift of 8,500 
Euros from the HHP Foundation, a gesture which 
underlined the common pursuit of the two 
institutions to position Amsterdam as ‘Hermetic 
capital’ of the world. 
 
The project, which will be carried out over 
several years, was launched in January 2013 and 
is sub-divided into four separate projects, which 
are briefly described below: 
 
1. Global Hermetic Circle 
 
Building a ‘Global Hermetic Circle’ to connect 
existing offline and online academic or 
specialized persons or communities with the 
BPH’s special field is a first priority.  
 
Having been traditionally active mainly in the 
context of national and international progressive 

institutes geared to a vertical network, the BPH 
now wants to focus its attention on expanding a 
horizontal network and engage in cooperative 
and ‘co-creative’ relations with organizations, 
institutions and initiatives operating outside the 
existing academic Hermetic platform. 
 
2. Online Web Shop and Facebook Application 
 
The BPH wishes to create a ‘Hermetic Amazon.
com’, a sales platform of academic publications 
and primary and secondary sources in the field of 
the Christian-Hermetic gnosis. The web shop on 
the BPH site and a separate web shop on 
Facebook can offer a communication and sales 
platform for individual authors, publishing 
houses, companies, libraries and online or offline 
platforms etc. The Facebook application is also 
used to promote the Hermetically Open project 
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and attract potential sponsors and ‘angel 
investors’. In the course of 2013, the options of 
developing a market strategy will be explored, 
the principle being that shipment will take place 
directly via the affiliated partners, but that the 
BPH will settle payment via its own web shop and 
Facebook shop with the affiliated partners on a 
monthly basis. 
 
3. Time Travel & Wiki 
 
TimeTravel is a digital platform inviting academic 
participants to collaborate by means of a wiki 
platform. This project focusses on the historical 
contextualisaton and visualisation of the authors 
and their works collected in the library. A 
timeline setup, specifically aimed at simplifying 
searches, will offer a historical survey of persons 
(authors), sources and events relevant to the 
Hermetic tradition. The Time Travel project uses 
the BPH’s physical collection and the collection 
subdivisions as they are reflected on the library’s 
open-shelf setup as a taxonomy for the virtual 
context. 
 
Quality, added value and reliability are essential 
criteria for managing the content to be placed on 
the timeline. In the initial stages, a group of BA 
and MA students, supervised by Prof. W.J. 
Hanegraaff, Dr. P. Forshaw and Dr. M. Pasi of the 
HHP centre, will act as ‘time travellers’ and build 
the platform’s first wikilayer. 
 
The Wiki part of this setup is aimed at connecting 
and reinforcing the network of the BPH and 
existing academic networks. By a proactive 
policy, inviting scholars and students from across 
the world to share their knowledge and 
networks, the project will also be promoting 
interdisciplinary exchange.  
 
4. Virtual Hermetic Library & Gallery 
 
The Virtual Hermetic Library & Gallery project 
aims to digitize, also on demand, the available 
sources in the library. Part of the added value of 
this project lies in the online availability of works 
that are not generally accessible, easy to find or 
share and are exclusively kept in a physical form. 
The Virtual Hermetic Library & Gallery project 
will be linked to the Time Travel project by 

including it in the timeline pop-up page which 
appears when users click on authors, sources or 
events on the timeline. 
 
The technical structure of this project, which will 
be further developed and designed in the coming 
years, consists of two databases, one aimed at 
digitally storing and classifying textual sources 
(Library), the other geared to digital sources 
(Gallery). During the pilot phase, a select number 
of sources and images has been digitized with 
relevant content aimed at both the academic 
community and the larger public. The selection 
of content for the academic community takes 
place in consultation with the HHP centre to align 
it to the academic curriculum. Once digitized, 
these sources are added to the timeline and 
provided with metadata by content hosts, the 
academic staff and participating students. 
 
Target Groups 
The target groups of the BPH, specifically the 
Hermetically Open project, are: 
- organizations and institutions working for the 
academic community, such as universities, 
libraries, study centres, scholarly periodicals and 
publishers 
- students at universities, higher education 
institutions, art academies and vocational 
education and training institutions 
- educational, cultural and literary institutions 
- artists, musicians, researchers and scientists 
- platforms in the fields of art, scholarship and 
spirituality 
- platforms for offline and online sharing of 
information and start-ups 
 
Developing specific projects in collaboration with 
affiliated institutes and target groups is a marked 
way of reaching out to these target groups and 
showing commitment. The possibilities offered 
by crowdfunding platforms such as the Dutch 
crowdaboutnow.nl and targeted fundraising (see 
below) will be explored for additional funding. 
Crowdfunding is a way of creating a basis and 
mustering active support from target groups 
both before and during the term of the project. 
 
Marketing & Communication 
The Hermetically Open project also functions as a 
marketing & communication tool. It is a 
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instrument that can be used to inform, appeal to 
and involve the global community. From 
September 2012, when the Hermetically Open 
pilot phase kicked off, a communication & 
marketing strategy was formulated together with 
the Aion company in Hungary, focussing on 
Facebook as a primary communications channel. 
Since the beginning of this year, new posts have 
appeared on Facebook on a daily basis, as a 
result of which our Facebook page now has 1,900 
likes. For the coming year, the aim is to get 
50,000 likes, including 10,000 registrations in our 
user database. 
 
Website: Blog Articles & Virtual Library Tour  
Since the renewed website was launched at the 
reopening of the BPH in December 2011, the 
BPH team and guest bloggers have been posting 
invited blog articles on a monthly basis. To 
increase accessibility and readablity, a range of 
themes and articles is offered, including: 
 
•  event reports 
•  exhibition-based articles 
•  scholarly in-depth articles 
•  video posts 
•  footage 
•  short inspirational texts 
•  main feature articles 
•  book reviews 
•  recent acquisitions 
 
In addition to general information on the library, 
such as extensive collecting area profiles, visitor 
information, a history of the library by founder 
Joost R. Ritman and profiles of The Ritman 
Library team, the website also offers information 
about current exhibitions, blogs, a web shop and 
a virtual tour of the library. This tour gives 
interested visitors and anyone unable to pay a 
visit in person a chance to look inside the 

Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica, showing the 
interior, the various sections, paintings, 
engravings and objects of art. At the moment the 
BPH is still working on a virtual tour video, in 
which founder Joost R. Ritman and his wife 
Rachel Ritman will take viewers on a tour of 
discovery past the treasures of the library. 
 
Guest bloggers from the academic community 
included Prof. Wouter J. Hanegraaff, Dr. Peter J. 
Forshaw and Joyce Pijnenburg, MA, of the HHP, 
Dr. Robert Collis of the University of Sheffield and 
Prof. Harold J. Cook of Brown University 
(Providence, RI). To attract interest from the 
previously mentioned ‘Global Community’, guest 
bloggers active in other disciplines have been 
invited to write posts such as Frank van Lamoen, 
curator of the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam, and 
Adam McLean, founder of the world’s largest 
online alchemical community: www.
alchemywebsite.com. In the past year, an 
average of two blogs a month were posted, the 
majority of which were academic in nature or 
exhibition-related posts involving a great deal of 
logistics and editorial work. In the near future 
blogs will be invited from students, artists and 
members of esoteric groups. 
 
Newsletter 
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica sends 
out an English-language online newsletter via 
e-mail marketing service provider MailChimp. 
The newsletters are also announced on the 
website and via the Facebook page. Visitors can 
subscribe to the newsletter via the website and/
or the Facebook page. In May 2013 there were 
more than 2,500 subscribers. The newsletter is a 
valuable source of information for anyone 
wishing to remain up to date about the activities 
of the BPH. The newsletter is in English to reach 
the widest possible audience. Subscribers come 
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from all over the world, and range from 
students, scholars, university staff to the general 
public, members of cultural and religious 
institutions and business relations. The average 
monthly newsletter contains some four to six 
regular features, such as recent blog articles, 
recently posted webinars, remarkable 
acquisitions and/or e-books offered, exhibitions, 
photos and/or video of tours, patronage 
projects, related events and so-called Pearls of 
Wisdom: ‘words of the wise to inspire daily life’. 
 
Facebook Library Application 
The Facebook Library Application, developed by 
Aion, is part of our communiction strategy, 

because users can register via Facebook to make 
use of the application. The Facebook Library 
Application is a sales platform which has the 
potential of selling a large range of books (both 
hard copies and e-books) by affiliated partners 
(see also the description under the Hermetically 
Open project). The application allows readers to 
add a virtual bookshelf to their Facebook profile 
and fill it with favourite titles of the Hermetic 
tradition and related currents. This way, they can 
be shared with friends, while the application also 
enables users to acquire books and other 
e-products directly. As has been stated above, 
the BPH wishes to become the primary 
‘knowledge hub’ for its collecting areas. 
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The application is attractive for affiliated 
publishers, both academic and general, as it 
enables them include their titles in the Facebook 
store. Additional information, such as 
reproductions of covers, reviews, related books, 
themes and authors, and events and meetings 
organized by partner organizations and 
institutions, can be offered via the application. 
The Facebook application will run on a 
membership basis, making it possible to build a 
‘user database’, monitor user traffic and 
approach and serve customers individually. This 
will also raise the profile with new target groups 
and increase the sales potential of these titles. 
 B
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The BPH has always been a network organization. 
Two of the many alliances that have been forged 
in the past thirty years will be highlighted below. 
The BPH also practices networking in a different 
way by engaging with partners other than the 
classical libraries and academic institutions. 
 
Two Decades of Collaboration: The Ritman 
Library and the Rudomino Libary, Moscow  
 
In 2012 Joost R. Ritman, his wife Rachel and his 
daugther Esther Ritman were special guests at a 
conference held from 15-17 Octber to celebrate 
the ninetieth anniverary of the Rudomino 
Library’s existence in Moscow. The following year, 
2013, the BPH and the Rudomino All Russia State 
Library for Foreign Literature commemorated two 
decades of collaboration, which started in 1993 
with the 500 Years of Gnosis exhibition in 
Moscow. In 1999 Joost Ritman donated a few 
hundreds of post-1800 works to the Religious 
Department of the Rudomino Library; in 2004  
the BPH and the Rudomino Library together 
organized an exhibition in Moscow entitled  
The Call of the Rosycross. 
 
The alliance between the two libraries was 
officially confirmed in 2006, when a collaboration 
agreement was signed by directors Ekaterina 
Genieva and Esther Ritman, and by Joost R. 
Ritman, founder of the BPH under the auspices of 
Dutch Director-General for Culture and Media 
Judith van Kranendonk and Director-General for 
Higher Education Renk Roborgh at the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Sciences. Since that time, 
the two libraries have organized a joint exhibition 
in Moscow, Ways of Hermes, and initiated a series 
of annual scholarly conferences on the theme of 
‘Russia and Gnosis’. 
 

On 8 March 2013 the twentieth anniversary of 
the alliance between the two libraries was 
celebrated during the opening of the Czar Peter 
the Great exhibition in the BPH by the official 
unveiling of the bust of N.I. Novikov, the 
freemason and enlightener who as the 
disseminator of Hermetic thought in Russia 
played a central role in the 500 Years of Gnosis 
exhibition of 1993. Joost Ritman presented the 
invited guests from Russia with a specially 
designed anniversary cassette containing several 
relevant publications. Esther Ritman on this 
occasion introduced Esotericism. A guide for the 
perplexed, the recent work by Prof. Wouter 
Hanegraaff of the HHP Chair at the University of 
Amsterdam, another partner of the BPH, to the 
Rudomino Library, which has committed itself to 
publishing this work in Russian with the financial 
support of the HHP Foundation. 
 
Collaboration with the Chair for the History of 
Hermetic Philosophy 
 
At present the BPH and HHP are drafting a five-
year plan to fill out the contours of their 
collaboration. This collaboration is now planned 
to entail the following: 
 
•  The websites of the BPH and HHP will be more 
closely coordinated and will be referring to each 
other’s activities. 
•  From September 2013, the MA courses offered 
by HHP will require active involvement of the 
students with respect to the Hermetically Open 
project. 
•  Exhibition and research projects in the BPH will 
be discussed in advance to be able to involve 
relevant academic networks in time. 
•  The HHP centre will inform the BPH about 
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future projects in order to encourage 
collaboration with academic partners outside the 
HHP centre. 
•  The BPH will keep the HHP informed about 
both its academic projects and collaborative 
projects with libraries and museums. The options 
of jointly applying for funds with a view to 
realizing special post-doctoral positions and 
educational trajectories are being investigated. 
•  The HHP centre and the BPH will also be 
exploring the possibility of bringing the bi-annual 
international ESSWE conference to Amsterdam in 
2015. The ESSWE conference is the world’s 
largest academic conference in the field of 
Western esotericism. 
 
The collaboration with the HHP centre has 
become visible in a literal sense, too, with the 
Infinite Fire Webinars that are undertaken in the 
context of the Hermetically Open project. So far, 
five webinars by Dr. Peter Forshaw and Prof. 
Wouter Hanegraaff have been made available 
online via the BPH website and the Ritman 
Library Youtube channel. The other four 
webinars, three of which will be given by Dr. 
Marco Pasi, will be recorded and posted in the 
coming months. Pasi’s webinars will partly run 
parallel to the Enchanted Modernities: Theosophy 
and the Arts international scholarly conference 
and the related exhibition in the BPH: Beauty as 
the Imprint of the Cosmos. 
 

The collaboration with the HHP centre not only 
manifests itself through the webinars but also 
through tours organized for HHP students in the 
library. By way of conclusion to the Renaissance 
Esotericism – Alchemy in Classical Antiquity 
lecture series, Dr. Peter Forshaw took his 
students to the BPH to visit the Alchemy on the 
Amstel exhibition and the rare books room. His 
students were thus able to take a closer look at 
the original sources discussed during the course. 
 
Collaboration with Esoteric Groups 
 
The BPH wishes to offer a platform to institutions 
with a focus on religion and philosophy that is 
shared by the library (e.g. the Theosophical 
Society, the Anthroposophical Society, 
A.M.O.R.C., the Lectorium Rosicrucianum, the 
Dutch Sufi Society and masonic organizations) by 
enabling them to give presentations during 
special afternoons and other occasions. The idea 
is that by involving the expertise and collection of 
the library, the living legacy of these groups and 
the library can be brought to the attention of a 
wider public. In the past, the BPH has already 
organized many special tours for Rosicrucian, 
masonic and similar groups. In June 2013 the 
BPH will be receiving the entire international 
board of A.M.O.R.C. 
 
In 2009 the BPH played a central role in 
organizing the ‘Call of the World Heart’ 
symposium, at which representatives of seven 
spiritual organizations gave their views on the 
importance of spirituality in a fast changing 
society driven by rationalist and materialist 
motives. The day was concluded with a final 
declaration. This symposium was the beginning 
of a series of joint appearances of these 
organizations at other symposiums, which also 
included writers and scientists. 
 
Collaboration with Heritage Institutions 
 
The BPH is located in one of the largest cultural 
centres of the Netherlands and of Europe. Since 
the library reopened in the winter of 2011, high-
quality projects are carried out on a modest 
budget which offer added value to the 
programmes of related libraries and other 
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cultural heritage institutions on the principle that 
such combined programmes will enhance and 
complete each other. The exhibitions are as a 
rule presented in Dutch and in English, to reach 
both the public at home and the international 
audience. The exhibitions tours that are offered 
once a month are designed to make the visitors 
familiar both with the theme of the exhibition 
and the contents of the rare book collection. 
Since 2012, the BPH is also organizing special 
afternoons with partner libraries and museums. 
Each project is actively communicated via the 
BPH’s website and the sociale media, whenever 
possible linking to the partmner institutions’ 
online platforms. Each thematic project is divided 
into several sub-projects to enable collaboration 
with multiple partners: 
 
•  exhibitions 
•  patron projects (conferences / seminars) 
•  cultural events 
•  workshops & symposia 
•  webinars 
•  publications (e-books and hard copies) 
•  blog articles 
•  merchandise 
•  developing applications 
 
Patronage Projects 
 
In 2012 the BPH acted as patron of two 
international projects organized by the Fonds 
Rosecroix (France) and the Fundacion Rosacruz 
(Spain) in collaboration with the Cercle Raymond 
Lulle and local authorities in the South of France 
in the framework of an international conference 
organized by the Dutch-based Lectorium 
Rosicrucianum which drew 2,500 participants 
from 43 countries. The BPH loaned a number of 
objects for an exhibition on the theme of 
‘Sabarthez. Berceau de l’humanité’ in Tarascon-
sur-Ariège, and gave presentations as part of the 
lecture series. Joost R. Ritman and Esther Ritman 
were also involved in helping to organize a two-
day conference on ‘Convivencia. L’art de vivre 
ensemble’ in Toulouse, where scholars and 
representatives of Islam (Sufism), Christianity and 
Judaism exchanged views about the importance 
of peaceful coexistence between various 
religious denominations in the present times. 

During the promotion campaign for these events, 
which were attended by hundreds of people, 
much attention was given to the BPH as patron 
institute. The local television station broadcasted 
excerpts to an audience of 10,000 viewers. Both 
events will lead to publications which will include 
contributions by the BPH.  
 
A recent patronage project, in 2013, was the 
interdisciplinary junior scholar conference on the 
theme of Synthesis - Esotericism & the Sciences, 
an initiative of Eline Bochem, Helene Peereboom 
and Alinda van Ackooy, three MA students of the 
HHP centre. Eline Bochem is also employed by 
the BPH. Several young scholars, artists and 
musicians with a warm heart for the Western 
esoteric tradition gained a podium at the 
conference, which was co-sponsored by several 
Amsterdam partner institutions and which took 
place on 29 April in the Mozeshuis in Amsterdam, 
a platform for social renewal.   
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House of Living Books 
 
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica (BPH) is 
currently situated in the heart of Amsterdam’s 
Jordaan district, on 13-19 Bloemstraat (‘In de 
Rozenboom’). The advantages of the present 
location as described in this chapter will be 
multiplied in the library’s future accommodation 
in the Huis met de Hoofden. The BPH is a library, 
a House of Living Books, welcoming its visitors in 
the reading room and in the exhibition area and 
offering them direct access to its collection of ca. 
19,000 modern books, which are placed on the 
open shelves for easy reference. Visitors may 
also see the rare book room containing some 
4,400 old printed books and manuscripts during 
pre-arranged tours of the library. Thus, both 
specialists and general visitors are offered the 
chance to find their way about the Hermetic 
heritage. What exactly is the pioneering quality 
of this Hermetic heritage? In Corpus Hermeticum 
XI, 20 Hermes is told that he must: 
 
‘Convince yourself that nothing is impossible to 
you and that you are able to understand 
everything, all art, all learning, the temper of 
every living being. 
Go higher than every height and lower than 
every depth.’ 
(transl. Copenhaver) 
 

The Hermetic wisdom challenges the potential 
present in everyone of us and urges us ‘not to 
lock your soul in your body and humiliate it’. 
Hermetists, according to the great expert of 
classical Hermetism, Prof. Roelof van den Broek, 
were not interested in an ‘closed system of 
doctrines’. The spiritual openness of the 
Hermetists encourages unbiased thinking and the 
willingness to become familiar with the spiritual 
paths travelled by others.  
 
The BPH has a story to tell and does so at its 
present location by means of thematic 
exhibitions and public tours, but also by 
presenting digital tours on the website (www.
ritmanlibrary.com). The story the BPH has to tell 
on the basis of its collection is a story of human 
proportions with universal dimensions: personal 
and still understandable to all. Whether it 
concerns Johannes Reuchlin (1455-1522), the 
German humanist and Hebraist to whom the BPH 
devoted a commemorative exhibition in 2005, 
whose efforts alone prevented the burning of 
Jewish books in Frankfurt, a possible prelude to 
greater repression, or Adriaan Koerbagh (1633-
1669), one of the main figures in the Spinoza 
exhibition organized by the BPH on the occasion 
of Amsterdam World Book Capital in 2008, a 
member of Spinoza’s circle who died in prison 
because he wrote a book ‘intended for the 
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Dutch people’ advocating the values of reason 
and tolerance (one which was not published 
until this century!), they are people who still 
inspire today because of the fairness of their 
personal convictions. 
 
Exhibitions 
 
The library as a physical meeting place aims to 
inspire and facilitate two target groups: the 
specialized public of academics, researchers and 
students, and the general public with an interest 
in the library’s collecting areas. Since 2005, the 
latter target group has been growing steadily, 
while the percentage of researchers from the 
Netherlands and abroad remains constant. It is 
the goal of the BPH’s exhibition policy to raise 
the public profile of the collection and to 
underscore the thematic cohesion with the 
collections of partner institutions. 
 

The BPH aims to present two exhibitions a year. 
The exhibitions are primarily based on the 
library’s own holdings and present highlights and 
other interesting works via thematic exhibitions 
to a wide public. The exhibitions are supported 
by simple but effective means: title cards and 
panel texts, a PowerPoint presentation and a 
printed exhibition guide which is also offered as 
an e-book. The visitor’s curiosity is aroused by 
sticking to the human measure and linking the 
exhibition trajectory to the personal story of 
historical people. 
 
A special web page is made to promote each 
exhibition, offering a great deal of extra 
information, both in text and image. 
 
After each exhibition has ended, the staff evaluates 
its contents, visitor numbers and feedback to 
improve the exhibition policy where necessary. 
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Location and Accessibility 
 
Location 
The library is located in the centre of Amsterdam 
in a side street off Prinsengracht near 
Westerkerk. There are car parks nearby 
(Marnixstraat, Leidseplein and Dam). The library 
can be reached by public transport from 
Amsterdam Central Station using several bus and 
tram lines stopping at Westermarkt, from where 
it’s a two-minute walk to the library.  
 
Accommodation 
Since 1984 the library has been located in the ‘In 
de Rozenboom’ buildings on 13-19 Bloemstraat 
in Amsterdam. The modern book department is 
freely accessible to the public and is situated on 
the ground floors of the three connected 
buildings and on the first floor of the building at 
no. 13. The main reading room, too, is on the 
first floor of this building. The rare book 
department is located on the second floor of this 
building and is not open to the public. 
 
Security and Calamities 
The premises are equipped with a burglar alarm 
and fire alarms throughout, which are linked to a 
24-hour emergency room. In the event of a 
calamity occurring outside normal office hours, a 
security officer is sent to investigate . All 
strategically placed fire alarms are checked 
annually as part of a service contract. The 
buildings have several doors opening to the 
street and roof windows giving access to the 
roofs of adjancent buildings. There are flex 

spaces for the staff throughout the building so 
that supervision is always guaranteed. Visitors 
are obliged to leave their coats and belongings in 
the cloakroom and in the available lockers. 
 
Accessibility 
The arrangement of the modern books on the 
open shelves ensures the highest degree of 
accessibility. Visitors are allowed to browse the 
shelves for modern books; pre-1800 material on 
the other hand can be consulted upon request. 
In addition to making the books physically 
accessible to the readers, it is the intention to 
make information and sources digitally available 
via the website. The online catalogue can be 
consulted at home and via the visitor’s terminal 
in the reading room. Visitors can also approach 
the library by telephone (on working days) or 
e-mail with requests for information. 
 
The historical buildings cannot offer any facilities 
for the disabled visitors. Wheelchair access is 
only possible on the ground floor. There are 
many stairs and steps in the building. There is no 
lift or accessible toilet in the building.  
 
Opening Hours 
The library is open to the public from Tuesdays-
Fridays between 10:00 and 17:00 (closed 
between 12:30-13:30), except on holidays. The 
opening hours and opening days are posted on 
the website. Timely announcements of other 
closures are made via a pop-up screen on the 
website. In principle there is always a curator 
present during opening hours. 
 
Admisison Fees 
 
 
 Day Pass  € 5,-
 Guided Tour*  € 7,50
 Group Tour*  € 100,-
 Annual Pass  € 30,-
 Annual Pass for Students  € 17,50
 
 
Friend (annual fee, incl. year pass) € 50,- 
 
* (max. 15 persons, tours need to be booked  
in advance via the website) 
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All prices are inclusive of 6% VAT. 
Publications issued by publishing house In de 
Pelikaan are offered for sale in the library. 
More information on BPH publications can be 
found in the web shop on the website. 
 
Visitor Regulations 
Visitors must comply with the house rules at all 
times. The house rules are posted on the 
website and in the cloakroom area.  
 
Reading Room 
 
The reading room is to be found on the first floor 
and is equipped with a long reading table with a 
number of computers providing access to the 
online catalogue. This is the place for students 
and researchers, but also the general visitor, to 
study the books in all comfort. The modern 
books are on the open shelves; visitors can 
search for authors or titles via the online 
catalogue. The location of each book is found by 
looking for the shelf mark. Visitors are allowed 
to take the books off the shelves themselves and 
take them to the reading room, though they are 
requested to leave a marker when taking out a 
book. The books are returned by the staff only. 
 
There is a photocopier for making b/w 
photocopies at  € 0,05 or a good-quality scan at 
€ 10,00. Photocopies and scans are for private 
study only. The library’s permission is required 
and an extra fee is charged for commercial 
purposes. 
 
To consult rare books and manuscripts it is 
recommended to order them in advance via 
e-mail or telephone. This type of material can 
only be consulted in the presence of a curator. 
There is always a staff member present in the 
reading room to answer any queries. 
 
Tours 
 
Visitors can book in advance for the monthly 
guided tour which takes place every first 
Thursday of the month. The curator of the 
current exhibition provides tours of the 
exhibition and the rare book room to a 
maximum of 15 persons. The latter room is 
normally not open to visitors. The costs per 

person of a tour (average length: an hour and a 
half) is € 7,50 and reservations can be made by 
telephone or e-mail. Tours are offered in Dutch 
or in English if preferred. 
 
In addition, it is possible to make private group 
bookings (max. 15 persons) at € 100,00. These 
tours are generally booked by institutions, 
university departments or foundations. 
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Financial Basis 
 
To create a financial basis to operate the library, 
founder Joost R. Ritman and his nephew Jons 
Hensel committed themselves to providing an 
annual donation of € 200,000 each via an act of 
donation for the years 2012-2014. In addition, 
the library has attracted a number of patrons 
thanks to its ANBI status, who have signed an act 
of donation to make a regular donation over a 
period of five years to a total of € 125,000. A 
modest, but also valuable form of financial 
support which the BPH has been able to enjoy 
since 2012 consists of visitors’ gifts and 
contributions of a non-financial nature, such as 
volunteering, internships, expert talks and other 
short-term expressions of commitment. 
 
Subsidies, Funds & Angel Investors 
 
The general costs and a part of the project costs 
for the years 2012-2014 are mainly covered by 
the regular donations. The board and directors of 
the BPH Foundation are actively engaged 
approaching companies, institutions and private 
persons to fund exhibitions and projects.  
 
A fundraising plan will also be actively developed 
in 2013. The collaboration with the HHP Chair 
offers perspectives for more direct ways of 
fundraising. Once the provisional museum 
accreditation has been awarded, it will also be 
possible to approach cultural funds for projects 
in the domain of cultural heritage, corporate 
cultural and social responsibility and to fund 
educational projects. The possibilities for 
external funding of publications are slight, 
though there are funds geared to supporting 
publications, movable assets and valuable works. 

A project like Hermetically Open is eminently 
suited for crowdfunding. Crowdfunding 
platforms are ideal forums to strenghten the 
basis and enlist the support of specific target 
groups. 
 
Director Esther Ritman and the previously 
mentioned Jons Hensel will initiate a targeted 
fundraising campaign to attract ‘angel 
investors’ and corporate investors as founders 
to support the operating of the library in the 
Huis met de Hoofden. 
 
Friends Structure 
 
The library does not have a separate friends 
foundation. Donors are able to make a single 
donation via the website. In addition there are 
a few possibilities to support the library on a 
regular basis. A survey of the friends’ structure 
and memberships and the ensuing privileges 
can be found in the appendix on p. 50. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Financial	Survey
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Budget for the Years 2012-2014

	FINANCING	GENERAL	COSTS
 

  COSTS  actual 2012  budget 2013  budget 2014
1.1  General costs  € 13.813,96  € 12.030,25  € 13.500,00 
1.2  Advice and accounting  € 15.090,85  € 12.484,47  € 13.000,00 
1.3  Costs for the premises on Blstr 13-19  € 40.469,40  € 42.308,53  € 42.000,00 
1.4  Storage room publishing house   € 14.495,94  € 14.400,00 
1.5  Office costs  € 29.231,95  € 24.358,10  € 25.000,00 
1.6  Staff costs  € 199.171,82  € 222.792,33  € 230.017,00 
1.7  Multimedia costs  € 35.000,04  € 18.658,20  € 20.908,80 

  Total 	€	332.778,02	 	€	347.127,82	 	€	358.825,80	
  REVENUES  actual 2012  budget 2013  budget 2014
2.1  Donation J.R. Ritman  € 129.630,52  € 145.000,00  € 157.825,80 
2.2  Donation J. Hensel  € 200.000,00  € 200.000,00  € 200.000,00 
2.3  Entrance fees  € 3.147,50  € 2.127,82  € 1.000,00 

  Total 	€	332.778,02	 	€	347.127,82	 	€	358.825,80	
 Difference  € -    € -    € -   

	FINANCING	PROJECT	COSTS

  COSTS  actual 2012  budget 2013  budget 2014
3.1  Exhibitions/conferences  € 22.440,69  € 40.983,95  € 25.777,00 
3.2  Hermetically Open  € 49.686,68  € 70.020,05  € 70.000,00 
3.3  In de Pelikaan  € 9.879,50  € 9.882,95  € 9.900,00 
3.4  Curatorial post  € 15.000,00  € -    € -   
3.5  Reading room post  € 12.000,00  € -    € -   
  Total 	€	109.006,87	 	€	120.886,95	 	€	105.677,00	
  REVENUES  actual 2012  budget 2013  budget 2014

4.1  In de Pelikaan  € 11.868,92  € 1.906,10  € 502,80 
4.2  Donation J.R. Ritman  € 70.369,48  € 55.000,00  € 42.174,20 
4.3  Other regular donations  € 25.000,00  € 25.000,00  € 25.000,00 
4.4  Sponsoring for exhibitions *  € -    € 8.000,00  € 10.000,00 
4.5  Sponsoring for Hermetically Open *  € 8.500,00  € 10.000,00  € 8.000,00 
4.6  Friends of the BPH *  € 3.454,44  € 20.980,85  € 20.000,00 

  Total 	€	119.192,84	 	€	120.886,95	 	€	105.677,00	
 Difference  € 10.185,97  € 0,00-  € -   

 Total costs  € 441.784,89  € 468.014,77  € 464.502,80 
 Total revenues  € 451.970,86  € 468.014,77  € 464.502,80 

 Operating revenues  € 10.185,97  € 0,00-  € -   

  * Fundraising:   € 38.980,85  € 38.000,00 
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Explanatory comments on the budget for the 
years 2012-2014 
 
1.1  An estimate of € 5,000 has been included 
under general costs for possible preservation or 
restoration expenditures. 
1.3  The BPH does not pay any rent for the 
premises on Bloemstraat 13-19 until 2015. The 
costs arising from the premises relate to taxes, 
energy costss, water, alarm system and 
maintenance. 
1.6  Included in the staff costs are the salaries for 
the full-time staff members and the costs for the 
curatorial and reading room positions. 
3.4  The costs for the curatorial post are 
assumed under the general library costs and are 
listed under 1.6 from 2013. 
3.5  The costs for the reading room post are 
assumed under the general library costs and are 
listed under 1.6 from 2013. 
4.4  Sum to be collected by means of fundraising 
efforts via available funds and corporate 
sponsoring. 
4.5  Sum to be collected by means of fundraising 
efforts via available funds and corporate 
sponsoring. 
4.6  Sum to be collected via friends’ structure (20 
persons 1,000 Euros or 40 persons 500 Euros) 
and the sale of friends’ cards at 50 Euros. 
 
 
 

B
ib

li
o
th

ec
a	
Ph

il
o
so

p
h
ic
a	
H
er

m
et

ic
a	

| 
fin

an
ci
al
	s
ur
ve

y

42



Introduction 
 
As has been described in the introduction of this 
policy plan, the year 2012 was a year of 
transformation, with special emphasis on the 
Hermetically Open project that has been 
described in detail in chapter 4, and the new 
functions that are being developed in the 
context of this project. In this review we wish to 
discuss the exhibitions that have been visited by 
many people both in the library and online. The 
‘Infinite Fire’ exhibition in December 2011 was 
organized to celebrate the reopening of the BPH 
after a year of closure. It ran until the summer of 
2012. The founder of the library, Joost R. Ritman, 
gave a tour of the exhibition before the camera, 
effortlessy combining the personal story of the 
passionate collector recalling highlights from his 
collecting history with expert commentary on 
the manuscripts and printed books displayed in 
the showcases. 
 
In 2012 the BPH registered a total of 768 paying 
visitors. These included students of the Chair for 
the History of Hermetic Philosophy who were 
offered tours of the exhibition and the collection 
or who consulted the books in the reading room, 
students from other disciplines both at home 
and abroad (ranging from ‘Ars Notoria’, the 
society for religion studies at the University of 
Amsterdam to typographical design students of 
the University of the Arts, London), and general 
visitors to the library and exhibitions. Every 
month a tour was offered of the exhibition and 
the ‘treasure room’ with rare printed books and 
manuscripts; in addition tours could also be 
booked on request. 
 

Exhibitions 
 
Exhibitions are as it were the presentation cards of 
any library, allowing the collection to be shown to 
advantage and indicating thematic relationships 
between the books that are collected. 
 
Infinite Fire 
 
To lend lustre to the reopening of the library in 
December 2011, a highlights exhibition was put 
together showing printed works and manuscripts 
from the collection. One of these treasures, at 
the same time the logo of the exhibition, was a 
beautifully coloured copy of the collected works 
of the German mystic Jacob Böhme (1575-1624), 
which was published in London by the English 
divine and Böhme disciple William Law at the 
end of the eighteenth century. The three 
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coloured ‘pop-up plates’ added to the end of the 
four-volume work examine the relationship 
between God, cosmos and man and the 
connection between the macrocosm and the 
microcosm. A separate publication with an 
explanation of these three Tables accompanied 
the exhibition, while visitors of the exhibition 
were also able to explore layer after layer of the 
cosmological symbols contained in them by 
means of a multimedia presentation. The 
founder of the library, J.R. Ritman, was filmed 
while giving a tour of the exhibition, resulting in a 
visual record in which the personal anecdotes of 
the visionary collector coincide with an expert 
explanation of the manuscripts and printed 
books on display. As Dr. Egil Asprem of the HHP 
put it on his ‘Heterodoxology’ blog: ‘This gives an 
excellent opportunity for non- Amsterdammers 
to have a peek at what the BPH looks like, and 
what the collection contains. But more than that, 
it gives an interesting insight into the mind of 
Ritman himself. As he guides online viewers 
through parts of his collection, we get to know 
quite a bit about how Ritman conceives of his 
collection, what it means to him, and what he 
has been trying to achieve with the library from 
the beginning. Worth checking out if you are 
curious about this legendary library and its 
founder’. 
 
Alchemy on the Amstel – Hermetic Medicine in 
the Dutch Golden Age 
 
The ‘Alchemy on the Amstel’ exhibition which 
opened in the autumn of 2012 followed a new 
approach, which means that in future the BPH 
will seek to align its own exhibition agenda with 
those of fellow institutes and museums, so that 
not only the library’s own collection will be 
highlighted but the focus will also be on aspects 

of the collection that can supplement and enrich 
the exhibitions and activities of the museum 
partners (and vice versa). The exhibition (which 
was prolonged until September 2013) started out 
as a counterpart to an exhibition organized in 
Museum Boerhaave on ‘Leiden’s Luxuriance, 
Green Discoveries in the Golden Age’, an 
exhibition which also explored the medicinal 
aspects of the ‘green discoveries’, medicinal 
plants from the New World. The exhibition in the 
BPH on the other hand offered visitors an insight 
into the medicinal aspects of alchemy, more 
specifically in the Golden Age, when in 
Amsterdam, too, apothecaries were offering 
medicines that had been alchemically produced. 
Together with an exhibition on the ‘Bibliotheca 
Pharmacia’ of a private collector which was to be 
seen at the same time in the University Library in 
Leiden, visitors to the three institutions in Leiden 
and in Amsterdam thus had the opportunity to 
sample three thematically related exhibitions. 
 
Representatives of Museum Boerhaave and the 
University Library Leiden were speakers at a 
special afternoon organized by The Ritman 
Library on 19 November to draw attention to the 
three exhibitions. A series of guest bloggers were 
invited to write on aspects of the exhibition. 
These blogs were posted both on the Facebook 
page and on the website. For ‘Alchemy on the 
Amstel’ loans were obtained from the Cultural 
Heritage Service of the Netherlands, Museum 
Boerhaave, and a private lender. An exhibition 
guide in Dutch and in English which was also 
offered as an e-book accompanied the exhibition. 
In addition, there were monthly tours of the 
exhibition as well as booked tours. 
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A Curious Tsar: Peter the Great 
 
As part of the Netherlands-Russia year, the BPH 
organized an exhibition in response to the ‘Peter 
the Great, an Inspired Czar’ exhibition in the 
Hermitage Amsterdam, which was opened in 
March 2012 and highlighted a little known 
aspect of the reign of Czar Peter the Great. The 
concept for the exhibition was based on the 
recent research findings by the British scholar 
Robert Collis, who in The Petrine Instauration 
(Brill 2011) examined the esoteric networks at 
the court of the Czar. The exhibition in the BPH 
showed Peter’s fascination for nature as the 
expression of God’s creation and the appeal he 
himself held for mystics. In addition, Peter the 
Great had as his trusted personal physician a 
Paracelsian, Robert Erskine, who treated the 
Czar with iatrochemical medicines.  
 
The exhibition was opened by Hedy d’Ancona, 
Member of the Board of the BPH and former 
Minister of Culture, in the presence of the 
director of the Hermitage in St Petersburg, 
Mikhail Piotrovsky, the deputy director of the 
Hermitage Amsterdam, Paul Mosterd, the 
director of the Petersburg Kunstkammer, Yuri 
Chistov, and the director of the Rudomino 
Library, Ekaterina Genieva. It was accompanied 
by a special afternoon and highlighted by means 
of a monthly blog. An exhibition catalogue in 
Dutch and in English (both hard copies and 
e-books) was published at the same time. 
 
These activities, exhibitions, tours and special 
afternoons, were announced via the newsletter 

of the BPH and remain documented on the 
website. The ‘Alchemy on the Amstel’ exhibition 
received some attention in the press (including 
the Amsterdam-based newspaper Het Parool, 
‘Reappraising early scientists’, 25 October 2012 
and the local magazine The Echo, 28 November 
2012) and also briefly featured in a programme 
on the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica as 
part of a series by the Amsterdam AT5 channel, 
‘Streets of Amsterdam’ on 7 February 2013. 
 
Visitor statistics

	Visitors 	2012 	2013		
	t/m 
 mei

 Day passes  415  164
 Tours  230  84
 Events  65  65
 New annual passes  31  13

 New annual passes students  16  7
 New friends of the BPH  11  6
 Total 	768 	339

 
Acquisitions 
 
The BPH does not yet have an acquisitions 
budget, but aims to set up a budget in the 
context of the fundraising campaign. In 2012 the 
founder of the library, Joost R. Ritman, again 
enriched the BPH collection with major 
acquisitions. This year, 88 rare printed books and 
128 modern editions were added to the holdings. 
A brief selection from these acquisitions will be 
discussed below. For a survey of the number of 
acquisitions per collecting area see p. 20. 
 
Rare printed books (before 1800) 
 
H.J. Barrefelt, De ghetuygenissen van de 
verborghen Acker-schat, [1581] 
 
Hendrik Jansen van Barrefelt (c. 1520-c.1584) 
claimed he had severed all ties with the founder 
of the House of Love, Hendrik Niclaes (c. 1501-c. 
1580), because the latter was turning his 
movement into a new doctrinary church. 
According to Niclaes, however, the real reason 
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was Barrefelt had embezzled money, an 
allegation the accused himself vehemently 
denied. When Barrefelt started his own 
movement, a number of prominent followers of 
Niclaes went with him, amongst whom the 
Antwerp printer Christopher Plantin. Acker-schat, 
Barrefelt’s chief work, is indebted to the 
beautiful medieval compilation Theologia 
Deutsch, of which the BPH also own a number of 
editions. Barrefelt, an important spiritual leader 
in the sixteenth century, is collected as one of the 
major figures in the Mysticism collecting area. 
 
Johann Remmelin, Catoptron microcosmicum. 
Augsburg, D. Franck, 1619 and idem, Pinax 
microcosmographicus. Amsterdam, C. 
Danckertsz, 1634 
 
A copy of the original Latin edition and a copy of 
the Dutch translation of what has been termed 
the ‘first medical pop-up book’ in history. Its 
author, Johann Remmelin (1583-1632) was city 
physician of Ulm. Like Julius Sperber, Remmelin 
was associated with the Rosicrucian Brotherhood 
– this work was edited by another Rosicrucian 
follower, Stephan Michelspacher, who dedicated 
his own work Cabala, Spiegel der Kunst und 
Natur to Johann Remmelin. 
 
The fine engravings, based on designs made by 
Remmelin himself, were made by the Augsburg 
master engraver Lucas Kilian (1579- 1637). The 
title, Catoptrum microcosmicum or Mirror of the 

Microcosm, is an allusion to the classical idea of 
man as a micrcocosm. These works, one of which 
was loaned to the Peter the Great. An Inspired 
Tsar exhibition in the Hermitage Amsterdam, are 
placed in the Esotericism collecting area, which 
was set up to support and supplement the other 
main collecting areas. 
 
Julius Sperber, Kabalisticae praecationes, das ist 
ausserlesene schöne Gebet, aus des Autoris 
lateinischem Exemplar ins Teutsche versetzt. 
Amsterdam, ‘für gute Freunde’ [s.n.], 1707  
 
Although Julius Sperber (ca. 1540-1616) wrote 
works with a decidedly theological and mystical 
bent he was not a trained theologian: he was 
personal physician and advisor to Christian von 
Anhalt in Dessau. In 1605 this German prince 
embraced the Lutheran faith, thus becoming a 
coreligonist of the authors of the Rosicrucian 
Manifestoes, such as Johann Valentin Andreae. 
Sperber himself wrote an apology of the 
Rosicrucian Brotherhood under an assumed 
name. The German version of this extremely rare 
work (not translated by Sperber himself) contains 
two engravings which are clearly inspired by 
illustrations in the works of Jacob Böhme. With 
this acquisition, the BPH has not only 
strengthened its Rosicrucian collecting area but 
has also established another iconographic 
connection to the circle around the German 
theosopher Böhme, one of the authors collected 
in the Mysticism collecting area.  
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Basilius Valentinus, Triumph-Wagen Antimonii 
(and 6 other alchemical treatises). Nuremberg, 
Johann Hoffmann, 1676 
 
In 1670 the Dutch anatomist and Paracelsian 
physician Theodor Kerckring (1638-1693) 
published an annotated edition of the Triumph-
Wagen, a eulogy on the medicinal properties of 
antimony which had first appeared in 1604. 
Antimony was known amongst alchemists as the 
‘grey wolf of metals’ because of its corrosive 
properties. The Dutch master engraver Romeyn 
de Hooghe cut a fine frontispiece for this edition, 
which was copied for the German bookseller and 
art dealer Johann Hoffmann six years later. This 
new acquisition is a collection of several 
alchemical treatises, but the importance of the 
Triumph- Wagen is evident from its place in the 
volume and the fine title illustration that 
accompanied it. With the acquisition of this work, 
the Alchemy collecting area has been enriched 
with a new edition of one of the most popular 
alchemical works of the seventeenth century. 
 
Modern editions 
 
Several works by René Guénon  
 
Recently the BPH managed to supplement its 
holdings of works by the French occultist René 
Guénon (1886-1951) with some fifteen works 
dating from the years 1909-1947. Among them is 
the almost complete run of the very rare 

periodical ‘La Gnose’ (1909- 1912). Guénon was 
not only the editor; he also debuted as an author 
in this periodical. At present there are some fifty 
titles by Guénon in the Esotericism section. In 
1930 Guénon, who had been converted to Islam, 
emigrated to Egypt, where he also died. In his 
later years he became the driving force behind 
the ‘Traditional School’. René Guénon’s single 
most important contribution to esotericsm lies in 
his efforts to develop this traditionalist platform. 
With this purchase the BPH has enlarged the 
range of works by this major French esoteric 
author, from both before and after his conversion 
to Sufism, the mystical current within the Islam. 
 
Jean Mallinger, Les secrets esotériques dans 
Plutarque, Paris and Brussels, 1946 
 
Jean Mallinger was a practising lawyer but also a 
member of the neo-pythagorean ‘Ordre 
Hermétiste Tetramégiste et Mystique’, an 
esoteric society founded in 1927. Mallinger 
regarded the classical historian Plutarch as an 
initiate, as appears from the title. This work and 
two of Mallinger’s later works, Pythagore et les 
Mystères and Notes sur les secrets ésotériques 
des pythagoriciens, were dedicated by him to 
fellow initiates of the order. With the acquisition 
of this work, the BPH now owns all of Mallinger’s 
published works. With the exception of the 
Tabula Smaragdina by Hermes Trismegistus, most 
of them have been placed in the Esoctericism 
section, where they can be consulted by students 
of modern esoteric movements not only as first-
hand modern sources but can also point them to 
unexplored esoteric networks. The neo-
pythagorean Nicolas Wolff (1915-1945), for 
instance, to whom Plutarque was dedicated, is 
hardly known in the literature.  
 
	

B
ib

lio
th

eca	Ph
ilo

so
p
h
ica	H

erm
etica	| review

	of	2012	and	m
id	2013	

47



Thematic projects 
 
Enchanted Modernities: Theosophy and the Arts 
 
In collaboration with Dr. Marco Pasi of the 
Center for the History of Hermetic Philosophy 
the BPH will organize the exhibition ‘Beauty as 
the Imprint of the Cosmos’ on the occasion of 
the scholarly conference ‘Enchanted 
Modernities: Theosophy and the Arts’ taking 
place in Amsterdam from 25-27 September 
2013. The conference programme includes a visit 
to the exhibition in the BPH on 26 September. 
 
The exhibition will also feature a number of 
loans from a German private collection. On 12 
September, the BPH itself will show theosophical 
and anthroposophical first editions and rare 
copies from its own holdings. The BPH will give a 
short presentation on the exhibition at an 
evening planned in Spui 25 academic conference 
centre in Amsterdam to promote the event. 
 
Four Hundred Years of Rosicrucian Manifestoes 
 
In the autumn of 2014, when the library is set to 
move from its current premises on Bloemstraat 
to the Huis met de Hoofden on Keizersgracht, 
the BPH will be organizing a jubilee exhibition 
and conference focussing on the genesis and 
influence of the Rosicrucian manifestoes. This 
jubilee manifestation will take place in Tübingen, 
Germany, in collaboration with the Chair for the 
History of Hermetic Philosophy and the Dutch 
and German branches of the Rosycross 
Foundation. One of the advisors is Prof. Bernhard 
Maier of the religious studies department of the 
University of Tübingen. This city is the cradle of 
the Rosicrucian movement, making Tübingen the 

appropriate setting for both the conference and 
the exhibition. Options to show the exhibition in 
other European towns are also being explored. 
The central themes of the conference and the 
exhibition are: (1) the ‘pre-history’ of the 
Rosicrucian manifestoes (the Tübingen circle 
around the Paracelsian physician Tobias Hess; 
spiritual sympathizer Johann Valentin Andreae), 
(2) Jan Amos Comenius, the man to whom 
Andreae ‘passed on the torch’ and who 
incorporated Rosicrucian ideals in his plan for a 
‘College of the Light’, a Collegium Lucis, but also 
(3) the imagery employed by authors affiliated 
with the Rosicrucian movement, like Stephan 
Michelspacher and Daniël Mögling, men who 
knew how to convey Rosicrucian thought in an 
impressively visual manner , while (4) the impact 
of the Rosicrucian movement to the present day 
will be highlighted in a separate section. 
 
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica in the 
Huis met de Hoofden 
 
In the autumn of 2014 the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica will move to its new 
location in the Huis met de Hoofden on 123, 
Keizersgracht in Amsterdam. This national 
heritage monument dates from 1622 and was 
probably built by the well-known architect 
Hendrick de Keijser. In 1634 the house was 
acquired by the De Geers, a powerful and 
affluent merchant family. The family residence 
also housed an extensive library where the De 
Geers welcomed innovative thinkers such as 
Comenius for a free exchange of ideas. As of 
2015, the house will once again be what it was 
originally: a residential home with a library and 
rooms welcoming the exchange of thought. The 
Huis met de Hoofden will accommodate the 
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modern collection of the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica in the basement of the 
premises on 123, Keizersgracht, while the rare 
book collection will be housed on the first floor, 
on the side of the canal. 
 
The plans for developing and refurbishing the 
house have been designed by Jons Hensel and 
the Llumen Foundation established by him in 
close cooperation with the BPH Foundation. It is 
expected that the way in which these plans will 
take shape will have crystallized by the end of 
2013. A separate plan will be drawn up for the 
library’s new accommodation in the Huis met de 
Hoofden, to make sure that all conditions and 
guarantees for a proper functioning of the library 
and museum will be met. 
 
Magical Amsterdam Opening Manifestation 
 
For the festive opening of the library in the Huis 
met de Hoofden, the BPH plans to offer an 
exhibition highlighting all aspects of ‘magical 
Amsterdam’, the haven for freethinkers in the 
Dutch Republic which still appeals to the 
imagination. The topics that will be dealt with 
include the library of the early owners of the 
house, Louis and Laurens De Geer – who were 
also patrons of Comenius –, Amsterdam as a 
printing centre, Amsterdam as a haven for 
dissidents, networks of dissidents at home and 
abroad with Amsterdam as a vibrant hub, 
developments in the sciences and in the 
humanities, the Athenaeum Illustre, education. It 
will also be examined in how far the collections 
of sister institutions can provide valuable loans, 
and give rise to thematic supporting exhibitions 
that can reinforce the theme of ‘magical 
Amsterdam’. In addition, the options for setting 
up educational programmes will be explored to 
reach as wide an audience as possible. Among 
the obvious candidates for such partnerships are 
the Amsterdam Museum and the Jewish 
Historical Museum /Ets Haim. ‘Magical 
Amsterdam’ will present the entire gamut of 
Hermetic and spiritual currents existing in 17th- 
and 18th-century Amsterdam and visualize their 
impact on art and culture. 
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BENEFACTOR 
 
ANNUAL DONATIONS of € 500/€ 1,000/€ 
5,000/ 
€ 10,000/ € 20,000 or more for a period of 5 
years entitles benefactors to: 
- 5 annual passes to visit the library and 
exhibitions  
- the digital monthly newsletter 
- 10% discount on all publications by In de 
Pelikaan when acquired in the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica 
- a free copy of all new publications by In de 
Pelikaan 
- a tour of new exhibitions of max. 15 people 
on specified dates 
 
LIFE	FELLOW 
 
A single contribution of € 5,000 entitles life 
fellows to: 
- 5 annual passes to visit the library and 
exhibitions.  
- the digital monthly newsletter 
- 10% discount on all publications by In de 
Pelikaan when acquired in the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica 
- a free copy of all new publications by In de 
Pelikaan 
- a tour of new exhibitions of max. 15 people 
on specified dates 
 
FELLOW 
 
An annual donation of € 500 entitles fellows to: 
- 2 annual passes to visit the library and 
exhibitions  
- the digital monthly newsletter 
- 10% discount on all publications by In de 

Pelikaan when acquired in the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica 
- a free copy of all new publications by In de 
Pelikaan 
- a tour of new exhibitions of max. 15 people  
on specified dates 
 
FRIEND	PARTNER  
 
An annual donation of € 80 entitles friend 
partners to: 
- 2 annual passes to visit the library and 
exhibitions.  
- the digital monthly newsletter 
- 10% discount on all publications by In de 
Pelikaan when acquired in the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica 
 
FRIEND 
 
An annual donation of € 50 entitles friends to: 
- an annual pass to visit the library and 
exhibitions.  
- the digital monthly newsletter 
- 10% discount on all publications by In de 
Pelikaan when acquired in the Bibliotheca 
Philosophica Hermetica 
 
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica is a 
Public Benefit Institution (ANBI) 
 

Appendices 
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HOUSE	RULES	FOR	VISITS	to	the	BPH	
	
General rules	
1. Visitors must be in possession of a valid 
 library pass. 
2. Visitors must leave their coats and bags 
(including handbags) in the cloakroom. There  
are lockers for any personal belongings. 
3. Phoning, photography, filming within the 
library are not allowed without permission. 
4. Eating and smoking is not allowed in  
the library.  
5. Drinking is only allowed in the area near the 
water cooler. 
6. Visitors only have access to the public areas 
on the ground floor and the reading room on 
the first floor.  
7. Visitors must leave the building during the 
lunch break between 12:30 and 13:30. 
8. Visitors must act respectfully towards the 
library staff, other visitors and the building at  
all times.   
 
Rules for consulting books 
1. Books must be consulted in the reading area 
on the ground floor or in the reading room on 
the first floor. 
2. Visitors can access the online catalogue via 
the computers in the reading room. These 
computers must only be used to check the 
catalogue. You are requested not to use the 
computers for more than fifteen minutes when 
there are more readers needing to consult  
the catalogue. 
3. Visitors may use their own laptop. Wifi is 
available throughout the building. 
4. Visitors may take books from the open 
shelves but please make sure to leave one of 
the red shelf markers in place. Books must be 

left on the tables and will be returned by the staff 
at the end of the day. 
5. Writing in books or damaging them in any way 
is strictly forbidden. 
6. Photocopying modern books not subject to 
copyright is allowed only after having consulted a 
member of staff and against payment.  
7. Scans of images or texts can be ordered from a 
member of staff against payment. A reproduction 
fee will also be charged. 
8. Visitors are not allowed to take books out 
of the library. Library staff may ask visitors to 
inspect your bags when you leave the library. 
9. Please apply by e-mail at least two days in 
advance to consult pre-1800 books or manuscripts. 
Visitors will need to sign a form for this. 
10. Visitors must adhere to the special 
regulations for consulting pre-1800 material laid 
down in this form. 
 
The	staff	is	authorized	to	request	any	visitors	in	
breach	of	any	of	these	regulations	to	leave	the	
building	or	to	contact	the	police	if	necessary.	
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BIBLIOTHECA	PHILOSOPHICA	HERMETICA	FOUNDATION
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VISITORS	WEBSITE	2012

VISITORS	WEBSITE	2013
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STATISTICS	FACEBOOK
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STATISTICS	YOUTUBE

STATISTICS	NEWSLETTER
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Bibliotheca	Philosophica	Hermetica	Foundation 
Bloemstraat 13-19 
NL-1016 KV Amsterdam 
 
T  +31 20 625 80 79 
E  bph@ritmanlibrary.nl  
I   www.ritmanlibrary.com 
 
Rabobank 1187.97.425  
IBAN NL80RABO0118797425, BIC RABONL2U 
KvK 34134616 
VAT NL.8135.57.045B.01 
 
Opening	hours: 
The library is open to the public Tuesday to Friday, 10:00-12:30 and 13:30-17:00 
(closed between 12:30 and 13:30). 
Prior appointment by telephone or e-mail is appreciated. 
 
Text: The Ritman Library  
Design: Multimediation 
 
© The Ritman Library 
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