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Thanks to our growing online community more
and more people are finding their way to the
BPH, and so it was perhaps no coincidence
that 2014 began with a visit from the American
bestseller author Dan Brown. On 7 January he
came to the BPH and the House with the Heads
when he was in Amsterdam to promote his latest
novel Inferno. During this visit, Dan Brown the
author and Joost Ritman the collector not only
shared book memories, they also exchanged
views about the role of the book as a means to
integrate the worlds of science and spirituality

in our modern age. Added to the fourteenth
edition of the Dutch translation of Dan Brown’s
Inferno (2014) is an interview which proves Dan
Brown has fond memories of his visit to the BPH.
Asked by the interviewer whether he had been
to any museums while he was in Amsterdam he
mentioned two highlights: the Rijksmuseum and
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica: ‘I’ve
just returned from a visit to The Ritman Library,
where I was able to see many original editions of
the works I wrote about in The Lost Symbol.
It was a very special moment.’

“

‘In the name of the dialogue and the sharing
of ideas, I want to acknowledge what
brought us together tonight in this beautiful
space: simply books, those magical things
that carry ideas over the boundaries of time,
culture and language.’ – Dan Brown

Esther Ritman, Joost R. Ritman and Dan Brown
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Introduction
What a great way to celebrate the fact that
the library opened its doors in the library
building ‘In de Rozenboom’ on Bloemstraat
thirty years ago in 1984!

The period under review was a very dynamic
one. A few highlights:

In the coming years, the jubilee exhibition
‘Divine Wisdom – Divine Nature. The Message
of the Rosicrucian Manifestoes in the Visual
Language of the Seventeenth Century’ will
continue to travel through Europe, visiting
Amsterdam (2015), Cracow, Poland (2016)
and Prague, Czech Republic (2017). The
accompanying exhibition catalogue of the
same name will appear in Dutch, Polish and
Czech. One of the priorities in the BPH itself
will be the upgrading of the online catalogue,
to prepare for the planned move to the
House with the Heads and the opening event
‘Magical Amsterdam’.

• In 2013 and 2014 the BPH received a total
of € 825,000 in periodical donations; € 44,500
in private donations and € 5,896.79 in other
donations. The BPH was also fortunate in
being able to rely on the dedicated support of
some fifteen volunteers, who each committed
themselves to working on projects on behalf
of the BPH one day a week.
• About 1,500 visitors from over 40 countries
saw the bi-lingual exhibition ‘Göttliche
Weisheit – Göttliche Natur / Divine Wisdom
– Divine Nature’ (Calw, Germany, September
2014), which focused on the visual language of
the Rosicrucians in the early 17th century.
• The Hermetically Open project. From
September 2012 to the end of 2014, 317,183
visitors – an average of 10,800 unique visitors
every month – viewed our website, a 77%
increase. In 2014, 850 people subscribed
to our YouTube channel. The most popular
video, a webinar by Dr. Peter Forshaw (HHP,
University of Amsterdam) was viewed almost
6,000 times. Our monthly online newsletter
is sent to some 3,500 subscribers. 50% of our
10,000+ Facebook followers is between the
age of 25 and 45.
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This annual report looks back on the activities
that took place in the library from the middle
of 2013 to the end of 2014 and presents our
vision and plans for the years 2015-2016.

We invite anyone who sympathizes with the
BPH to help us turn our plans into reality.
Esther Ritman
Director & Librarian
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Vision, Policy and Organization
Vision
Since its official opening in 1984, the activities
in the BPH have focused on collection building,
developing the expertise in the Ritman
Research Institute and expanding the scope
of the library’s own publishing house In de
Pelikaan. Since 2012, these traditional library
tasks are being developed in a wider context:

are striving to be accepted as part of the
Dutch Museum Registration Scheme in the
present location ‘In de Rozenboom’ on 13-19,
Bloemstraat. The application will take into
account the future status of the BPH following
the move to the House with the Heads, which
allows for more comprehensive public roles.

1) Library role. The priority project
‘Hermetically Open’ aims at transforming the
BPH into an ‘open learning lab environment’
for anyone wishing to study the source texts
in the field of Christian-Hermetic gnosis for
personal, scholarly or other purposes. This
project allows the library to fulfil its traditional
library and academic tasks in the global digital
domain and develop at the same time new
roles belonging to a modern cultural heritage
institute.

4) Bridging role. As a network organization,
the BPH enters into partnerships with libraries,
universities, educational institutions and
museums and esoteric groups. It is interesting
to find that the ‘Hermetically Open’ project
responds to a growing need among individual
persons (artists, musicians, students,
researchers, volunteers, the esoterically
inclined) for a trans-institutional exchange
about themes related to the BPH.

2) Scholarly and educational role. Since 2012,
the collaboration between the BPH and the
Chair for the History of Hermetic Philosophy
(HHP) at Amsterdam University, which was
founded in 1999 and is led by Professor
Wouter Hanegraaff, has been intensified.
The aim of the collaboration is to develop a
knowledge centre that allows the global online
community to explore and exchange views on
the innovative character of Hermetic wisdom
and its influence in the fields of art, science
and religion.
3) Museum role. In the years 2013-2014, the
BPH has laid the foundations to qualify as an
accredited museum. The formal application
will be submitted in 2015. In addition, we
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5) Economic role. The BPH is forging a growing
network of friends, interested people and
stakeholders able to financially support
the aspiration of the BPH to exist as an
autonomous museum and library and develop
more comprehensive public roles in the House
with the Heads. In the years 2015-2016, the
board and director are as strongly committed
as before to develop a friends programme
and pursue an active fundraising policy. One
of the strongest points of the BPH collection
is its thematic cohesion, which is reflected
in its activities programme. The projects are
created as the result of an interplay between
the collection, the research institute and the
publishing house. The focus is also on an
even balance between three core elements:
spirituality, science and society.

Spirituality. The BPH’s collection and expertise
concern a special area within the humanities,
that of the Christian-Hermetic gnosis. The
collection is made accessible according to
scholarly standards, yet the focus of virtually
every book is man as a spiritual being and the
relationship between God, the cosmos and man.

Society. The exhibition ‘Beauty as the
Imprint of the Cosmos’ in 2014 examined the
influence of theosophy and anthroposophy
on abstract art at the turn of the previous
century. Visual artists and also musicians are
often ‘early adaptors’ of new trends within
society, including spiritual impulses. The BPH
highlights the social relevance of its own
field of expertise through a programme of
exhibitions, educational projects and online
communication.

Bi bl i ot he ca Philo so phica H e r met ica | Vision, Po licy an d Organ ization

Science. Since the BPH first opened in 1984, the
library has been actively committed to develop
its field of expertise, independently or together
with academic and library partners. To date, the
research institute has completed many projects,
the results of which have been published by the
library’s own publishing house and are shared
with a wider public by means of internationally

oriented research projects. Academic staff
and students are able to consult primary and
secondary sources in the reading room with
the assistance of specialized curators.
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Policy
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The policy of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica Foundation which is described in
more detail in the following chapters, is guided
by the following statutory targets:
• collecting, keeping, managing and expanding
the collection of books and manuscripts of
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica. The
privately-owned part of the BPH collection
given in loan by the Phoenix Foundation
comprises over 25,000 manuscripts and
printed works. They include over 16,000
modern printed works (printed after 1900),
over 4,100 rare and early printed works
from the 16th-19th centuries, and some 300
manuscripts after 1550.
• conducting and facilitating research in the
field of the Hermetica. As a centre for study
and documentation, The Ritman Library
has three primary objectives: inventory and
specification of research areas, bibliographical
description and interdisciplinary scholarly
research. The research areas distinguished by
the Institute include: Hermetism and Hermetic
Gnosis, Alchemy, Magic, Kabbalah, Mysticism
(Late Antiquity, Middle Ages, Renaissance) and
Paracelsianism, Hermetic gnosis, spiritualism,
Behmenism, Rosicrucians, theosophicalalchemical Freemasonry (16th-18th centuries,
with later movements claiming affinity). The
Ritman Institute aims to document the history
of Hermetica in the West, especially in the
Netherlands, as completely as possible and
engage in partnerships with national and
international libraries and other institutions
wherever possible.
• publishing works on subjects relevant to
the collection. The publications issued by
In de Pelikaan, the publishing house of the
BPH, target both a generally interested and
an academic public. To date, the list includes
some forty titles, subdivided in the Hermes
series (exhibition catalogues), the Pimander
series (conference volumes and monographs
based on research conducted by the Ritman
Institute) and the Asclepius series (publications
for a non-specialist audience).
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On 29 November 2011 the BPH Foundation
added the following statutory objectives:
• striving for the physical reunion of the stateowned part of the BPH collection, which is
currently deposited in the Royal Library in
The Hague, with the privately-owned part
of the BPH collection, which has now been
transferred to the Phoenix Foundation and is
managed by the BPH Foundation.
• engaging in strategic alliances with
libraries and museum and other academic,
social, educational institutions in order to
promote its role as a public platform for
encounter and debate.
• managing and running the library and
acquiring funds to help develop a platform for
communication in the BPH’s area of specialty
to offer a new frame of reference for the 21st
century, using innovative technology in the
field of digitization and communication in the
virtual domain.
• using the library as a living institute in
the current library accommodation ‘In de
Rozenboom’, 13-19, Bloemstraat, Amsterdam,
with the objective of moving the library to the
House with the Heads on 123, Keizersgracht,
Amsterdam, in due time.

Organization
Board

Director and staff
Two people are permanently employed by the
BPH: Esther Ritman, director and librarian,
and Rixande Oosterwijk, who is responsible
for Management & Finance. Esther Ritman has
been associated with the library since 1986,
developing projects and looking after external
communications. Since 1994 she has been
assisting the library’s founder, Joost R. Ritman,
in the strategic development of the library.
In 2003, respectively 2006, she assumed the
responsibilities of Professor Frans Janssen, former
director, and Dr. Carlos Gilly, former librarian
of the BPH. She is assisted in the daily running
of the organization, the coordination of project
employees and the implementation of financial
and administrative tasks by Rixande Oosterwijk,
who has been associated with the BPH since 2001.
Both staff members are permanently employed on

the basis of a 40-hour working week.
Since 2012 the two curators, José Bouman (MA)
and Dr. Cis van Heertum, who were employed
since 1983, respectively 1990, have been working
for the library on a freelance basis 16 hours per
week. From 1 September 2013, project employee
Beatrice Augrandjean is employed as a part-time
staff member for 16 hours per week.
Rixande Oosterwijk, Cis van Heertum and
Beatrice Augrandjean are also responsible for
the daily online communication via the website
and the social media as part of the Hermetically
Open project. They are assisted by a number of
volunteers.
Director and staff of the BPH contribute
significantly to the continuation and
development of the immaterial heritage of the
BPH through their long-term commitment to the
library and through their accumulated expertise
in its own unique domain. The BPH sees to it that
the staff (salaried and unsalaried) are familiar
with the Ethical Code, which is also presented to
all new members of staff and volunteers.
ICT project partners
Since 2004 Rob Oosterwijk (Multimediation)
has been the BPH’s webmaster, in which
capacity he is responsible for design and
development of multimedial content on the
website and designing and producing exhibition
and publication projects. On behalf of the
Hermetically Open project, Zoltán Ágó (Aion
Next) and Péter Árvai (Aquarius Hand) have
also been hired on a project basis for technical
development, marketing and communication,
while Yerzi Hensel (Yerz.nl) is responsible for
technical support and hosting. The Picturae

9
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The Board of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica Foundation consists of Mirjam
Duivenvoorden-Ritman (chair), Hedy d’Ancona,
Carel Hes (treasurer) and Maarten Meijer
(secretary). The board of the BPH Foundation
meets three to four times a year. On 28 December
2009 the BPH acquired the ANBI (non-profit
organization) status. The information has been
posted on the BPH’s website in 2014, thus meeting
its obligation to publish relevant information. The
board convenes to weigh the policy plans and
calculations and evaluate projects and proceeds
in accordance with the Cultural Governance Code.
The board and director are together responsible
for the fundraising policy. In addition to the board,
the foundation is assisted by fiscal, legal and
strategic advisors.
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firm, together with the above-mentioned ICT
experts, will carry out the upgrading of the online
catalogue by implementing Memorix Maior
and introducing a module for collection access
between October 2015 and April 2016.
Volunteers
Since 2014, volunteer Jozef Ritman has been
digitizing the photo library and the image bank,
incorporating them in the BPH’s Hermetic Library
& Gallery. Thanks to the active involvement of
the HHP’s academic staff which results in regular
group visits to the library, HHP students Michelle
Liesveld, Nina Willemzorg, Joanne Boerema,
Chris Kienhuis and Zita Gescher volunteered to
work in the library on the Hermetically Open
project for one day a week. In response to a
recent appeal posted in the online newsletter,
the following volunteers have also joined the
library: Saskia Ziesemer (three days a week until

“

Working in The Ritman Library gives me
the opportunity to get in touch with a
great and unique collection of books in
the field of Hermeticism and Esotericism.
For me, as a student who studies Hebrew
and Jewish mysticism, it is really special
to be able to access all those books
about Jewish mysticism and to look into
the manuscripts. The library is also a
nice place to meet people with whom I
share the same interests in these topics.
In the library I meet people from all over
the world who come to Amsterdam to
see the collection.
Joanne Boerema, student UvA

”
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the end of 2015), ICT strategist Bertil Schaart
(one day a week) and Thomas Lundberg (half a
day a month). Esclarmonde Ritman is in the BPH
one day a month to assist in administrative and
general support tasks, and Pia Ritman for half a
day a week to man the reception desk. Another
specific appeal launched via the online newsletter
resulted in eight more volunteers joining the
library to carry out a cataloguing project to
enter Unique Book Numbers from the catalogue
records in the corresponding books. The BPH
is immensely grateful for this offer of help on
the part of expert and motivated friends of the
library, which ensures that the library’s projects
can be realized.
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The Library as a Treasure House of the Human Spirit
The Founder and the Beginning of the Library
Joost R. Ritman (1941) is an Amsterdam
businessman with an abiding interest in
spirituality who began collecting books at the
age of sixteen. His collection of early printed
books began when his mother presented him
with a 17th-century copy of Jacob Böhme’s
Aurora for his birthday. The German mystic has
remained an essential source of inspiration to
him ever since. In 1984 Joost R. Ritman decided
to turn his private collection into a publicly
accessible library, bringing together under one
roof manuscripts and printed books in the field
of the Hermetic tradition and showing their
relevance for the present day.
Joost R. Ritman is not only passionate about
books and art. He is also strongly committed
to his native city, Amsterdam, particularly its
cultural heritage. In the past thirty years he
has supported a range of cultural institutions,
including the Museum Het Rembrandthuis, the
Jewish Historical Museum, the Nieuwe Kerk, the
Hortus Botanicus, the Westerkerk, the Library of
the Concertgebouworkest and Ets Haim Livraria
Montezinos, he has received several awards in
recognition of his work on behalf of the world
of the book. In 1995 he received the Laurens
Jansz. Coster prize, a literary prize awarded to
persons and institutions of outstanding merit in
the field of the Dutch book; in 2002 he received
the Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences’
silver medal and was also awarded the Order of
the Netherlands Lion; in 2003 he received the
Comenius medal.
With the move to the House with the Heads, the
library will strongly position itself in the
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public field. This is also the library’s ultimate
destination, in the interest of cultural history and
scholarship. In his Founder’s Letter which was
attached to the statutes of the BPH Foundation
and dated 19 November 2011, Joost R. Ritman
described how he envisages the future of his
life’s work:
‘The “birth” of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica coincided with a sudden and deep
experience I had at the age of sixteen that
everything is connected. I realised there is
a profound connection between origin and
creation, between “God – cosmos – man”, or
in the words of Hermes Trismegistus: “He who
contemplates himself with his mind, knows
himself and knows the All: the All is in man.”

The Library’s Collecting Area: Christian-Hermetic
Gnosis
Central to Hermetic and gnostic texts is the
question of how to know God, the cosmos
and man, and the relationship between these
three: he who knows God and the cosmos,
knows himself, and vice versa. The reciprocal
relationship between God and man, as well
as the ascent to God are also characteristic
concepts, both in gnostic-Hermetic and mystical
texts. What all of these texts have in common is
that they wish to give insight into the cohesion
of things, to offer ‘initiation’ into a reality lying
behind visible reality, to point the way, via
knowledge of the cosmos and knowledge of
the self, to an intuitive knowledge of God and

“

It has always been my goal to connect this
treasure house with the community and
make the texts – the sources – available
to a wide audience. From the moment
the library opened its doors, it offered not
only a collection of historically important
books, but was primarily a living institute,
“hermetically open” to all. The “Source”
has to flow, and the knowledge that
is released through these currents of
wisdom must be allowed to turn into
an information field that is accessible
to all and can offer a basis and a frame
of reference in our constantly changing
world. For me personally, it means
sharing insight, knowledge and practice,
following the ancient triad of “religion,
arts and sciences”. To connect, therefore,
with the world of contemporary spiritual
currents, with the world of science
and with the community, so that every
individual seeking for the source can
recognize himself in this source and apply
its principles to his or her life, thereby
participating in the true “art of life”.
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As the founder of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica, it has been my life’s work to build
a unique collection of manuscripts and printed
books in the field of the Christian-Hermetic
Gnosis, which I have created in the timespan of
half a century. The collection can be described
as reflecting man’s search for the meaning of
existence, as a “treasure house of the human
spirit”. Man’s inner perception has always
grown independently within the major religions
and the community, but the free expression of
that perception, the ‘free word’, has virtually
always been compromised. Free expression has
been suppressed and marginalized – people
have been persecuted and their books have
been destroyed. The Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica, therefore, is a library of rare books
in a very special sense. It has achieved its
unique character, one unparalleled in the world,
due to its strong thematic cohesion and the
completeness of its collecting area.’

The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica
is rooted in the city of Amsterdam for a
reason. The “freedom of the word”, the
testimony of the human spirit, was first
given wings in this city in the celebrated
Golden Age with its freedom of religion, its
freedom of expression and its freedom of
the press. It is my heartfelt wish that this
library will remain permanently anchored
in Amsterdam.’
Joost R. Ritman

”
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a personal, direct experience of the divine.
The ‘Way of Gnosis’ or the ‘Way of Hermes’
ultimately leads to this goal: the experience
of the divine reality, which cannot be grasped
intellectually but must be experienced
individually (gnosis).

(scientific, medical, theosophical, symbolical,
psychological). Many manuscripts dating
from after 1550 fall in this category. Modern
interpretations of alchemy, like that of Jung,
are also collected in the attempt to offer a
comprehensive view of this ‘Hermetic art’.

Christian-Hermetic gnosis is the binding
element between all of the BPH collecting
areas. The ‘nestor’ of gnosis research in the
Netherlands, Professor Gilles Quispel, called
gnosis the hidden component of Europe’s
cultural history, next to faith and reason.
Christian-Hermetic gnosis as a thematically
related collecting profile forms the vibrant core
of the library. This collecting profile can be
subdivided into six main collecting areas:

Mysticism

Hermetica
The philosophical, theosophical, magical,
astrological and alchemical works attributed
to Hermes Trismegistus form the basis for
this collecting area, which also focuses on the
neoplatonic environment in which the Hermetic
texts originated, on patristic works testifying
to the Christian reception of Hermes, and on
the influence of the Hermetica from the early
Middle Ages to the late eighteenth century.
Following the discovery of a gnostic library
with several Hermetic texts in Nag Hammadi
in Egypt in 1945, it is possible to speak of a
new Renaissance of the Hermetica, both in the
scholarly field and in wider circles.
Alchemy
The BPH collects a wide range of alchemical
texts: works relating to the origins of alchemy
(Greek and Oriental alchemy), its reception
in the West and various aspects of alchemy
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The BPH especially collects medieval (and later)
mystics showing a demonstrable affinity with
Hermetic thought, such as the German mystics
Meister Eckhart, Suso and Tauler.
Some of Eckhart’s convictions were not only
alien to orthodox Christian doctrine, they
may also be Hermetic in origin, such as his
idea of the ‘divine man’. Another focus within
this collecting area is Jacob Böhme and his
followers, many of whom turned to the
Dutch Republic between 1630-1735, where
they found a haven and a focus for their
spirituality. Representatives of the mystical
tradition remained a strong presence in the
field of religion and spirituality in the Age of
the Enlightenment and early Romanticism.
Rosicrucians
This collecting area is based on the legendary
reform movement of the early 17th century,
whose manifestoes Fama fraternitatis,
Confessio fraternitatis and Chymische
Hochzeit published in the years 1614-1616
evoked an enormous response in war-torn
Europe. In addition to the original 17thcentury editions, the BPH owns various
moderns editions of these manifestoes,
ranging from facsimile editions to annotated
text editions and translations, including
German, Spanish, English and French. At the
end of the 19th century, both sides of the

Gnosis & Western Esotericism
This collecting area comprises various currents
within the Western spiritual tradition of the
past two thousand years which, in addition to
Hermetic, alchemical, mystical and Rosicrucian
texts, gave expression to a spirituality mainly
manifesting itself outside the institutionalized
religions. This collecting area at the same time
feeds and enhances the core of the collection.
Comparative Religion Studies
This collecting area offers a broad historical
background to the study of the Hermetica and
Gnosis. It includes classical studies by authors
like J.G.R. Forlong, James George Frazer and
Mircea Eliade, but also works on the religion
and culture of ancient Egypt, their relationship
to the Hermetica, and the appeal which
Egypt still exerts on modern Western esoteric
authors and currents. This collecting area also
comprises studies on myths, pre-Christian cults
and wisdom currents and early Christianity.
Acquisition, collection management and access
Acquisitions
The BPH is not only a heritage library, it can
also be regarded as an in-depth collection. The
BPH still continues to acquire works, making
the latest insights and publications in its own
special field available to readers in the library.
In the period from June 2013 to December

2014, some 250 new acquisitions were
registered, including 48 early printed books and
manuscripts. Most works could be bought thanks
to the patronage of the library’s founder Joost R.
Ritman. A small selection of special acquisitions
are presented below. The BPH also regularly
receives donations of recently published books
by a number of publishing houses (Sesheta,
Rouen; La Lepre Edizioni, Rome) and private
donations. Among the latter, a collection of
Chinese alchemy and Taoism donated by Dan
Vercammen and An Woestenborgh deserves
special mention (some works are in Chinese).
Two other notable donations concern a collection
of Czech books on and by Comenius presented
by Kees Mercks, and a collection of books on
Kabbalah presented by Dorothea Franck.
Oswald Crollius, Basilica chymica oder
alchijmistisch königlich Kleijnod. Frankfurt
[1629?]
The first edition of Crollius’ opus magnum
Basilica Chymica in 1608 was in Latin; this is
the first German translation. Crollius himself
described his work as a ‘philosophical treatise,
corroborated by my own experience and
practice, on a choice selection of chemical
medicines, prepared with the aid of the Light
of Nature and the Light of Grace’. The physician
and alchemist Crollius taught at the University
of Marburg and was a great advocate of
iatrochemistry (i.e. the science of medicines
prepared in the alchemical laboratory). This
German translation contains a copied engraving
of the fine original title page showing portraits
of admired ‘predecessors’ such as the ‘Arab’
alchemist Geber, Hermes and Paracelsus.
An autograph letter by Gustav Meyrink to his
friend Theodor Kuh dated 3 October 1919
An extraordinary and personal letter which is a
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Atlantic Ocean witnessed a true proliferation
of movements professing an affinity with
Rosicrucian thought. The sub-collections of
works belonging to these movements are well
represented in the BPH.
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Alanus de Insulis, De maximis theologiae. Basel 1492
This is the first edition of this work, which consists of 134 ‘sententiae’:
brief sayings to aid contemplation. Two of these derive from the wellknown ‘Book of the 24 Philosophers’ attributed to Hermes Trismegistus.
Modern scholars have suggested that the anonymously transmitted
work was written by Alanus himself. This incunable contains the
oldest printed source for the most famous of these 134 sayings:
‘God is an infinite sphere, the centre of which is everywhere and the
circumference nowhere’.

Acquisition 2014
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An 18th-century manuscript containing five texts of Christian kabbalah,
alchemy and magic, two of which were written by Abraham von
Franckenberg: Saephiriel and Raphael. In addition to being a follower of
Jacob Böhme, Franckenberg was an important author of mystical works
in his own right. His Raphael oder Artzt-Engel was posthumously printed
for the first time in Amsterdam in 1676; Saephiriel remained unpublished
until the 20th century and has been preserved in only a few manuscripts.
Like Raphael, it contains numerous symbolical and enigmatic images
which are characteristic of Franckenberg.

Acquisition 2014
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welcome addition to the already considerable
Meyrink collection in the BPH. Meyrink advised
Kuh to read the work of Bo-yin-ra, specifically
Das Buch vom lebendigen Gott, which had
appeared in 1919 with a foreword by Meyrink.
At the time, Meyrink still felt a strong affinity
with Bo-yin-ra.
Caelius Secundus Curio, David Joris wt Hollandt
des eertz-ketters waerachtighe historie. Delft
1603
A work describing the life and thought of David
Joris, a spiritualist who went to Basel to escape
persecution because of his religious views. There
he lived quietly under the alias David van Brugge,
though he continued to propagate his ideas.
Initially, Joris was an Anabaptist, but gradually
his ideas became more and more extreme. David
Joris looked upon himself as a new prophet, a
new David even.
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Hermes Trismegistus, Pimander; Asclepius;
Ludovico Lazarelli, Crater hermetis. Paris 1522
A reprint of the edition of 1505, edited by the
French humanist Jacques Lefèvre d’Étaples, who
had been introduced to the Corpus Hermeticum
by Ficino. The Hermetic text was a fitting addition
to the religious and mystical texts which Lefèvre
sought out in monastic libraries for publication.
Lefèvre was the first to publish works by
Johannes Ruusbroec and Hildegard von Bingen.
As he was a Roman-Catholic dignitary, some
circumspection was required in propagating
the pagan philosophy of Hermes, especially the
passages in Asclepius that were regarded as
magical. It is therefore no coincidence that these
passages have a marginal note printed in capitals:
‘Lapsus Hermetis’ – an error of Hermes. In this
way, the editor did not run the risk of being
associated with the contents of such a work
or being suspected of harbouring unorthodox
views. The marginal notes in the edition of 1505
were integrally copied in the reprint of 1522.

Management

Access
The approximately 4,400 manuscripts and early
printed books can be consulted in the reading
room under supervision of one of the curators.
The more than 20,300 modern editions (post
1900) are accessible to all readers thanks to the
open-shelf policy and may be photocopied if not
subject to copyright. The guide to the collection,
Hermetically Open, is available in Dutch and in
English; a free copy can be downloaded via the
BPH’s website. As part of the Hermetically Open
project (see also chapter 5, p. 30) daily posts are
sent out about the collections and the activities
of the BPH via the website and various social
media. In this way, the collection is also made
virtually accessible worldwide in the broadest
possible sense.

The revised statutes of the BPH Foundation
dated 29 November 2011 therefore stress as one
of its prime policy targets a return to the original
cohesion of the BPH collection. For a survey of
the entire BPH collection we refer to p. 21. On
1 April 2015, the BPH Foundation met with the
Minister of Culture, Jet Bussemaker, following an
advisory report compiled by Dr. Sijbolt Noorda at
the request of the BPH. Dr. Noorda was present
at this meeting. The minister, however, did not
find any ground to change the existing situation.
The BPH Foundation remains committed to make
the entire BPH collection available in the city of
Amsterdam following the wishes of its founder.

State-owned part of the BPH Collection
Since 2005 a part of the BPH collection – a cross
section of the collection, consisting of 4,681 early
printed books and manuscripts – is part of the
State Collection. The State acquired this part of
the BPH collection so that the library’s protected
status was effected. The two parts of the BPH
collections continued to be managed by the
BPH Foundation. At the end of 2010, the longstanding relation with the Ministry of Education,
Culture and Science suffered severely under the
pressure of economic circumstances. Since that
time, the state-owned part of the BPH has been
deposited in the Royal Library. The desirability of
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When we speak of ‘our collection’ or ‘the library’s
own collection’, we refer to the more than 25,000
works which were transferred by the founder
of the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica,
Joost R. Ritman, to the Phoenix Foundation.
This collection was then given in loan by the
Phoenix Foundation to the BPH Foundation
for an indefinite period. The Foundation is
responsible for collection management, security,
maintenance and access. For this purpose an
approximate estimate is entered in the long-term
budget under General Costs. In the period under
review, more than 30 items were restored or
rebound, including a dozen early printed books.

the reunion of the two parts of the BPH has been
emphasized at various stages in advisory reports
issued by the Council for Culture: ‘It is not helpful
to lift the core collection out of the BPH and
deposit it in a large scholarly library or the Royal
Library. A large library is unable to devote the
amount of specialized attention normally given
to these books in the form of targeted collection
development, access and documentation,
research facilities and cultural programmes.’
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Greatest Acquisition
Thanks to a private gift of more than
€ 63,000 by Jons and Els Hensel, it was
possible to acquire the magnum opus by
the 17th-century Hermetic philosopher and
physician Robert Fludd, Utriusque cosmi…
historia, Oppenheim 1618. The six profusely
illustrated volumes (with engravings by
Matthäus Merian) summarize the ‘history of
the great and the little world’ and express
in various ways the concept of man as a
microcosm who is connected with the
macrocosm and so with God. In a sense it
is a very early predecessor of Bill Bryson’s
bestseller Short History of Nearly Everything!
Robert Fludd was also one of the greatest
champions of Rosicrucian thought.
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Collection overview BPH
Manuscripts before 1550
a Hermetica
b Mysticism
c Alchemy
d Rosicrucians
e Other sections
Total
Mss and typoscripts after 1550
a Hermetica
b Mysticism
c Alchemy
d Rosicrucians
e Other sections
Waite manuscripts
Meyrink manuscripts
Total
Incunables
a Hermetica
b Mysticism
c Other sections
Total
Old & rare printed works up to 1900
a Hermetica
b Mysticism
c Alchemy
d Rosicrucians
e Freemasonry
f Qabbalah
g Esotericism, Comp.Rel.
h Periodicals
Total
Modern printed works after 1900
a Hermetica
b Mysticism
c Alchemy
d Rosicrucians
e Gnosis
f Western esotericism
Meyrink collection
A.E. Waite collection
g Eastern religions
h Comparative Religion
i Qabbalah
j Catharism
k Grail, Templars
l Theosophy
m Anthroposophy
n Freemasonry
o Periodicals
p Private Press books
Total
Reference works
Prof. G. Quispel collection
Total

Acquisitions
2013 2014 2015

0

0

0

Ritman collection State-owned part
Total incl.
as per 30-06-15
State-owned part BPH

0
0
0
0
3
3

1

2

1

3

6

2

4

8

1
4

3
15
55
2
136
32
58
301
4
1
0
5

1
1

0

0

7
30
1
6
1
2
2

2
13
3

4
13
1
1
2

8

1

49

26

22

44
18
8
13
4
45

20
12
20
17
5
8

10
5
5
3
18

8
5
14
1
1
2
8
6
4

1
3
2
2

2
7
2

1
7
1
2

1
1

181

717
524
258
310
210
182
1.916
14
4.131

101

1
1
56

3.151
3.308
1.444
1.349
637
1.821
1.700
370
410
2.501
514
256
258
303
557
296
173
139
19.187

13

4

4

1.174

248

139

86

25.451

0
25

0
0
0
0
3
28

359

68
105
243
18
136
32
58
660

56

4
1
0
61

65
90
188
16

4.241

1.982
2.084
1.449
535
210
182
1.916
14
8.372

0

3.151
3.308
1.444
1.349
637
1.821
1.700
370
410
2.501
514
256
258
303
557
296
173
139
19.187

1.265
1.560
1.191
225

1.174
4.681

30.132
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The Library as a Physical Meeting Place
The library as a physical meeting place offers
both an inspirational environment and
professional services to two target groups: the
specialized public of researchers and students
and the generally interested public. Specialists
and students are able to consult primary and
secondary sources in context attended by a
curator. Visitors with a more general interest
(including the very young ones!) are guided
through the world of Hermetic thought or
explore the collection themselves, browsing
the modern books on the open shelves with
the help of the Hermetically Open library guide.
The latter target group has been growing
steadily since 2005, while researchers, also
from abroad, have already long found their way
to the library. Although their number remains
virtually the same, it is noteworthy that the
number of students from other fields of study
than the Hermetica who show an interest in the
collections of the BPH is increasing.

“

What exactly is so pioneering about
Hermetic thought? In the Corpus
Hermeticum, Hermes is told: ‘Convince
yourself that nothing is impossible
to you and that you are able to
understand everything, all art, all
learning, the temper of every living
being. Go higher than every height
and lower than every depth.’

”
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House of Living Books
Aad Nuis, former chairman of the Advisory
Council for the BPH, once characterized the
BPH as a ‘House of Living Books’. He added:
‘The strength of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica lies in the fact that so many different
books and manuscripts with such a strong
thematic cohesion can be studied in one
place. A book is not a single phenomenon,
it is connected with others, there is not one
opinion, but an interplay, a discussion, an
ongoing conversation.’ The conversation
continues as the visitors are welcomed in the
BPH’s reading room and exhibition space four
days a week. According to Roelof van den
Broek, an eminent specialist in the field of
Hermetism in Antiquity, Hermetists were not
interested in a ‘closed system of doctrines’.
The spiritual curiosity of Hermetists appeals
to an open mind and the willingness to
absorb knowledge about the spiritual paths
undertaken by others. The story which the
BPH has to tell by means of its own collections
is a human story with universal dimensions:
personal and yet pioneering.
Exhibitions
The BPH organizes two exhibitions a year
with the purpose of uniting the two target
groups. The visitor’s interest is sustained by
telling a story on a ‘human scale’ and linking
it with historical people. The exhibitions are
bi-lingual, in Dutch and in English, to reach
an international public. In addition, the BPH
organizes theme afternoons with collaborating
libraries, museums and experts. Each project is
actively communicated via the BPH’s website

Worlds of Wisdom: an Encounter
between Eastern and Western Wisdom
In the second half of 2014 the BPH
showed a small exhibition focusing on
books of wisdom which literally brought
together East and West, following
William Blake’s convictions that all
religions are one. This idea that there is
an essential unity underlying all religions,
Eastern or Western, began to take shape
in the West in the 19th century.
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and the social media, with links to the online
platforms of partners whenever possible.
Each theme project is divided into several
sub-projects, allowing collaboration with
several partners.
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Exhibition: Beauty as the Imprint of the Cosmos
This exhibition was put together on the
occasion of an international conference taking
place in Amsterdam in September 2013
which had been organized by the Enchanted
Modernities Network (a collaborative project
initiated by the University of York and also
involving Dr. Marco Pasi of the HHP, University
of Amsterdam). The exhibition in the BPH
consisted of two parts. The first, introductory
part mainly showed theosophical and
anthroposophical works from the collection
of the BPH that inspired avant-garde artists
in the first decades of the 20th century. The
second part showed a selection of art works
produced by the anthroposophical Aenigma
artistic circle, made available by Professor
Reinhold Fäth.
This exhibition was accompanied by an
exhibition guide in English and in Dutch:
Beauty as the imprint of the Cosmos /
Schoonheid als de afdruk van de kosmos.
Marco Pasi wrote in his introduction: “The
present exhibition is important not only
because it shows some fine examples of
artistic production directly inspired by
theosophical and anthroposophical ideas,
but also because it includes very interesting historical and textual documents that help understand this
history.” In the context of the exhibition, the BPH put together the educational project ‘And there was
Light!’ for the Jan van Rijckenborgh primary school in Hilversum (groups 7 and 8) and for the Minerva Art
Academy in Groningen (first-year students). The project consisted of two workshops concentrating on the
phenomenon of light and the colour spectrum. The BPH’s YouTube channel offers a video of the project.

Anniversary exhibition: 400 Years of Rosicrucian Manifestoes

The BPH also took the initiative to organize together with Prof. Wilhelm Schmidt-Biggemann (Freie
Universität Berlin) and Prof. Friedrich Vollhardt (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität Munich) an international
and interdisciplinary conference called ‘Um 1600. Konstellationen zwischen Schulmetaphysik,
Konfessionalisierung und hermetischer Spekulation’. The conference took place in Munich in November
2014 and was made financially possible by the Siemens Stiftung and the IRF.
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The multi-annual exhibition project ‘Göttliche
Weisheit – Göttliche Natur. Die Botschaft der
Rosenkreuzer-Manifeste in der Bildsprache des
17. Jahrhundert’ / ‘Divine Wisdom – Divine
Nature. The Message of the Rosicrucian
Manifestoes in the Visual Language of the
Seventeenth Century’ is the third in a series
of exhibitions by the BPH previously shown
in Florence (1999) and Venice (2002). The
current exhibition focuses on the visualization
of the world view espoused by Rosicrucians,
Paracelsians and Hermetists, one which is
reflected in works which appeared almost
simultaneously with the Manifestoes. By
entering into the details of this visual language,
a new component is added to the research
on the early Rosicrucians. The exhibition
is part of the ‘Manifestoes 400’ project
travelling through Europe from 2014 to 2018
in partnership with the International Rosycross
Foundation (IRF). The exhibition first opened in
September 2014 in Calw (southern Germany),
followed by Basel and Amsterdam in 2015.
In the following years the exhibition will be
shown in various European countries, including
Poland (2016) and the Czech Republic (2017).
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The Library as a Knowledge Centre
The Ritman Research Institute

“The cumulative effect of new research in
all fields that have a bearing on history of
Hermetic philosophy and related currents
is that we are beginning to perceive the
outlines of a new understanding of the
historical developments from which our
culture and society have emerged. This
means that eventually we will have to
reconsider the nature of our own identity.
For detailed research of this kind, it is often
crucial to study a large number of sources
together; and the only place where that is
possible is in a specialized library like the
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica, that
tries to bring all the primary sources and
the relevant secondary literature together
in one physical location.
(From the ‘Per aspera ad Fontes’ speech by
Prof. Wouter J. Hanegraaff)

”
The BPH is a treasure house and a knowledge
centre of European non-conformist thought,
which has been established with the purpose
of disseminating the eventful history of the
Christian-Hermetic gnosis, a tradition which
is only now becoming more widely known.
The library manages and provides access to a
unique collection of over 25,000 manuscripts
and printed books. Since 1986, it has its own
research institute, the Ritman Research Institute,
and its own publishing house In de Pelikaan.
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The focus of the Ritman Research Institute is
primarily on the BPH’s own collections. The
research results are published via online or hard
copy articles and publications, most of which
are published by the library’s own publishing
house In de Pelikaan. In 2014, as part of the 400
Years of Rosicrucian Manifestoes anniversary,
the focus shifted to the rich and complex visual
language belonging to the Christian-Hermetic
tradition, which will continue to be explored
in the following years. Göttliche Weisheit –
Göttliche Natur, published on the occasion
of the first of a series of travelling exhibitions
on this phenomenon, appeared last year in a
German and an English version. This year it was
published in Dutch (more translations are to
follow). The next policy period will also focus on
researching the visual tradition of the Geheime
Figuren der Rozenkreuzer, a work present in the
BPH in both printed and manuscript copies.
In de Pelikaan Publishing House
The BPH’s publishing house In de Pelikaan
specializes in text editions and historical studies
in the BPH’s field of interest (Pimander series),
catalogues of exhibitions in the library (Hermes
series) and publications on a scholarly basis
geared to a wider, non-specialized audience
(Asclepius series). Since 2013, new publications
are offered both as hard copies and as e-books
via the BPH’s web shop, while a number of
existing publications on the backlist are also
sold as e-books. In the coming years, the entire
backlist of In de Pelikaan will be offered as
e-books via the web shop. See p. 48 for the
compete list of publications and e-books.

Twenty Years of Collaboration with the
Rudomino Library, Moscow
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A modest beginning has been made to
merchandize the collection by offering five
notebooks with cover illustrations of remarkable
and/or unique works held by the BPH.

In 2013 the BPH and the Rudomino All Russia
State Library for Foreign Literature celebrated
two decades of collaboration, which began in
1993 with the exhibition 500 Years of Gnosis
in Moscow. It was the first of a number of
exhibition projects showing similar sources from
the holdings of both the BPH and of Russian
libraries and archives. In 1999 Joost R. Ritman
donated some 400 modern printed books to
the Rudomino Library as a reflection of the BPH
holdings. It laid the foundation for the research
collection of the Religious Department of
the Rudomino Library, which was awarded
the coveted research status by the Russian
authorities in 2014. The alliance between the
two libraries was officially endorsed in 2006,
when a collaboration agreement was signed by
directors Ekaterina Genieva and Esther Ritman
and Joost R. Ritman, founder of the BPH,
under the auspices of the Director-General for
Culture and Media Judith van Kranendonk and
the Director-General for Higher Education Renk
Roborgh at the Ministry of Education, Culture
and Sciences in The Hague. Esther Ritman then
joined the International Advisory Board (IAB)
of the Rudomino Library. On 9 July 2015 the
BPH was notified of the death of Ekatarina
Genieva, Director-General of the Rudomino
Library. She was the inspiring force behind
the development of the scholarly research
centre. It is to be hoped that her successor
will show the same commitment to preserve
and promote this shared cultural and spiritual
heritage, which the Russian public was only
able to explore for the first time in centuries
in 1993.
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Collaboration with the Chair for the History
of Hermetic Philosophy (HHP)
Since the Chair of Hermetic Philosophy
was founded in 1999 under the inspiring
leadership of Prof. Wouter Hanegraaff there
has been a dynamic exchange between
the BPH and HHP. The websites of the two
partners include a dedicated page to profile
Amsterdam as the ‘Hermetic capital of
the world’. The websites cross-reference
each other. HHP was closely involved in
the pilot phase of the Hermetically Open
project, not only providing the expertise
but also some of the funds for the Infinite
Fire Webinar & Interview Series. In 2013
the BPH collaborated with Dr. Marco Pasi
on the ‘Enchanted Modernities’ project
by curating the exhibition ‘Beauty as the
Imprint of the Cosmos’. He also wrote the
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introduction to the accompanying catalogue.
In 2014 HHP was involved in the multi-annual
exhibition ‘Divine Wisdom – Divine Nature’
project in the person of Dr. Peter Forshaw. He
was also one of the speakers at the scholarly
conference organized by the BPH in Munich
in November 2014. The HHP academic staff
traditionally conclude their lecture series with
a visit to the current exhibition in the BPH and
a tour of the rare books room, giving students
the opportunity to see the works discussed
in the curriculum. On these occasions Esther
Ritman gives a brief presentation on the
Hermetically Open project which never fails to
pay off, as she always finds students prepared
to volunteer in the library for one day a week
to contribute to the project.
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The Library as a Virtual Meeting Place
transfer of knowledge. The Hermetically
Open project offers scope for education and
development in the broadest sense of the word
and includes several aspects and targets:

“

“What makes the BPH special is the
unifying concept from which it has been
built up – the same concept that is also
at the basis of my chair at the University
of Amsterdam. This is why a close
collaboration between these two institutes
in our city is so important: 1 + 1 = 3. The
key to a bright future lies in the further
development of “Hermetic Amsterdam”
as a central nodal point within an open
and dynamic international network of
scholars, universities, libraries, and so
on, with optimal use of all the advanced
technical means that are available today” Prof. Wouter J. Hanegraaff, ‘Per Aspera Ad
Fontes’, December 2012

”
The Hermetically Open project is an initiative
of the BPH which aims to fulfil the traditional
library tasks also in the virtual domain
and develop an online knowledge centre
and a platform of encounter for ChristianHermetic gnosis. A knowledge centre is a
self-sustaining network that is fed by the
members of the community on behalf of its
members. Key words characterizing the project
are accessibility and sharing of knowledge:
providing access to the expertise and the
sources available in the library for the wider
public or the global community to enable
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1. Scholarly Hermetic Circle
Traditonally, The Ritman Library was a
knowledge centre for all subjects related
to the library’s collecting areas, the most
important of which are Hermetica, Alchemy,
Mysticism, Rosicrucianism, Gnosis & Western
Esotericism and Comparative Religions. The
Hermetically Open project does not only aim
to share the unique contents and projects
of the BPH, but also involve the worldwide
community in a dynamic exchange. Among
the absolute highlights in the period 20132014 were the highly successful Infinite
Fire Webinar Series presented by Professor
Wouter Hanegraaff and his colleagues Dr. Peter
Forshaw and Dr. Marco Pasi. Amsterdam’s very
own ‘Hermetic triumvirate’ each presented
three webinars. The series was continued
with the Infinite Fire Interview Series, a series
of shorter, more interactive videos, in which
Esther Ritman interviewed Dr. Marco Pasi,
and talked with Professor Jeronimo Pisarro on
the poet Fernando Pessoa and his interest in
esotericism. She also interviewed the speakers
at the international interdisciplinary conference
‘Um 1600’ in Munich. All videos are posted on
The Ritman Library YouTube channel, which
already has over 800 followers.
2. Global Hermetic Circle
Our Global Hermetic Circle has grown
considerably since the launching of the
Hermetically Open project. This part of
the project appeals to an international

Target Groups
Target groups of the BPH, specifically the
Hermetically Open project, are:
- organizations and institutions working for the
academic community, such as universities,
libraries, study centres, scholarly periodicals
and publishers
- students at universities, higher education
institutions, art academies and vocational
education and training institutions
- educational, cultural and literary institutions
- artists, musicians, researchers and scientists
- platforms in the fields of art, scholarship and
spirituality
- platforms for offline and online sharing of
information and start-ups

3. Virtual Hermetic Library & Gallery
Volunteer Jozef Ritman has committed himself
to creating an image bank which will provide the
basis for the Virtual Hermetic Library & Gallery.
This part of the Hermetically Open project aims
to digitize the available sources in the library,
both text and image. The added value of this
project lies partly in the online availability of
works which are not physically or generally
accessible, easy to find or share, or have been
preserved exclusively in physical form.

This steady online communication flow
has already led to numerous extraordinary
encounters and exchanges with scientists, artists
and interested visitors from all over the world.
In 2014 the library was visited by authors from

The BPH is active on the following platforms:
Facebook 10.149 likes –
reach ca. 10.000 pers./week
YouTube 846 likes – total 68.836 views
Google+ 119 followers
total 92.360 views
Twitter
631 followers
Pinterest 70 followers
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audience interested in studying and sharing
the transformative nature of the Hermetic
wisdom and its influence on all reaches of art,
science and religion in the Western tradition.
In September 2015 we passed the magical
threshold of 10,000 likes on our Facebook page.
Popular series on our Facebook page include
Pearls of Wisdom, Hermetic Reads, Hermetic
Gallery, Hermetic Holiday Trip Advisors and
Inside The Ritman Library. The Ritman Library,
as is the online name of the BPH, is also active
on other social media such as YouTube, Twitter,
Pinterest and Google+. Blog articles regularly
posted on the website report in greater
detail about encounters in the library. We
also invite researchers or students writing on
subjects relevant to the library to contribute. A
newsletter is mailed every month containing the
latest news about the library, including recent
videos and popular posts on Facebook.

Marketing & Communication
The Hermetically Open project also functions as
a marketing & communication tool, as a means
or instrument to keep the global community
informed, updated and involved. In September
2012, when the Hermetically Open project
was launched, a marketing & communication
strategy was formulated in collaboration with
the Hungarian firm Aion Next. A major element
of the strategy is communication via the social
media. Every day there are two, sometimes
three posts on Facebook, as a result of which
the online community continues to grow
steadily.
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Colombia, the Czech Republic, Italy, Belgium,
the United States and also closer afield, from
Amsterdam, who came to the library to offer a
copy of their scholarly work. In many cases, these
gifts could straightaway be added to the existing
collections. The ‘Beauty as the Imprint of the
Cosmos’ project, which highlighted the influence
of theosophy and anthroposophy on abstract art
of the early 20th century, led to a lively exchange
with various contemporary artists.
Website: blog articles & virtual library tour
Since the new website has been launched, blog
articles are posted on a monthly basis, either
written by the BPH team or by guest authors.
To increase accessibility and readability, the
aim is to offer a wide range of themes, articles
and authors.
The BPH website offers in addition to
general information about the library, such
as comprehensive collection profiles, visitor
information, a grassroots history of the library
by founder Joost R. Ritman and profiles of the
library team, also highlights of the current
exhibition, a blog, a web shop and a virtual tour
of the library. This tour affords an inside view
of the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica for
anyone curious about the library but not readily
able to pay a visit. The tour offers in word and
image a view of the interior of the library, the
various collecting areas, artwork and art objects.
In 2014 guest bloggers from the academic field
included Fabrizio di Bella on his research project
about the influence of Hermetica, mysticism
and Christian theosophy on the work of the
German mystic Jacob Böhme, reviews by Joyce
Pijnenburg and Frank van Lamoen on the ‘Art and
Alchemy’ exhibition in Düsseldorf, and an article
by Professor Raimon Arola called ‘The Earth
Angel or the Body Spirit’ on the occasion of the
exhibition ‘Beauty as the Imprint of the Cosmos’.
Occasionally a blog can also be a brief
announcement, as in the case of the blog
announcing a documentary by filmmaker
Wolfgang Jung (length: 60 min.), which
offers a unique insight into the making of the
documentary ‘Reise ins Unerwartete’ as part of
the ‘Manifestoes 400’ project. The BPH served
as a major film location; Joost and Esther Ritman
were on the advisory committee.
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Newsletter
Every month the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica sends out an English-language
newsletter via the online programme MailChimp.
The newsletter is also posted on the website and
on the Facebook page. Readers can subscribe
to the newsletter via the website and/or the
Facebook page. At the end of 2014 there were
c. 3,200 subscribers. The newsletter is a valuable
source of information for anyone wishing to
remain up to date about the activities of the
BPH. The newsletter is in English to reach the
widest possible audience. Subscribers come from
all over the world, ranging from students and
academic staff to the general public, and from
members of cultural and religious institutions
to business relations. The average monthly
newsletter contains some four to six regular
features, such as recent blog articles, recently
posted webinars, remarkable acquisitions and/
or e-books offered, exhibitions, photos and/
or videos of tours, patronage projects, related
events and so-called Pearls of Wisdom: ‘words of
the wise to inspire daily life’.
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A very special moment was the visit by
the Belgian artist Mireille Robbe, who
came to the library to present her series of
artworks called V.I.T.R.I.O.L. This acronym
refers to the famous alchemical motto
‘Visita Interiora Terrae Rectificando Invenies
Occultum Lapidem’: Visit the interior of the
earth, by rectifying you will find the hidden
stone. Mireille Robbe told us how she had
been alerted to the website of the BPH
via Facebook. She became fascinated with
alchemy and the mystery of transformation,
and decided to use it as the starting point
of a series of artworks. The BPH in turn
devoted a blog article to Robbe’s work for
the Global Hermetic Circle.

In the course of the project ‘Beauty as the
Imprint of the Cosmos’, an extraordinary
exchange took place between gallery
owner and artist Winnie Teschmacher,
who has been folllowing the BPH online
for years, and director Esther Ritman.
Winnie asked Esther Ritman to speak
at the opening of the exhibition ‘White
Radiance’ in De Ketelfactory about the
BPH and the Hermetically Open project to
introduce the exhibiting artists Bernadet
ten Hove, Ton Mars and Frank Sciarone.
This presentation led to a lively discussion
about the artists’ motivation to express
the interplay between word and image.
The film that was made that afternoon
was shared online via the social media of
the BPH and De Ketelfactory. Among the
audience that afternoon was a teacher
from the Minerva Art Academy, who later
took his students to the BPH as part of
the educational project ‘And there was
Light!’. A few months later, the BPH made
Winnie Teschmacher’s latest artist’s book
Spaces of Silence, on glass sculptures, the
subject of a blog article. Inspired by Jacob
Böhme’s description of the ‘Ungrund’ or
primordial space which is immovable and
yet ever creating, she describes how she
wishes with her glass sculptures to shift
the borders of material and technical
dimensions into the open space of ideas.
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Financial Survey
Revenues
The general costs and a part of the project costs for the years 2014-2015 were covered by a sum of
€ 825,000 (periodical donations), € 44,500 (private donations) and € 5,896.79 (other donations).
In 2013 the BPH received € 2,000 from the Karl Koenig Institut für Kunst to produce the e-books of
Beauty as the Imprint of the Cosmos in Dutch and in English, and a private gift of € 5,000 from Maria
Dulce in Brazil to develop the webshop.
In 2014 the educational project ‘And there was Light!’ was partly made possible with a donation
of € 1,250 from the Iona Foundation. The International Rosycross Foundation contributes to the
funding of the Manifestoes 400 project with a gift of € 100,000 divided over the years 2014-2016. In
September 2014 the profusely illustrated survey Göttliche Weisheit – Göttliche Natur / Divine Wisdom
– Divine Nature came out in an edition of 400 German-language and 400 English-language copies.
REVENUES

2013

2014

Total

Periodical gifts
Project Sponsoring
Private gifts
Donations via website
Fellows
Friends
Donations box
Admission fees
In de Pelikaan

€ 425.000,00
€ 33.750,00
€ 4.500,00
€ 655,00
€€ 697,17
€ 603,41
€ 3.479,49
€ 3.851,18

€ 400.000,00
€ 25.000,00
€ 40.000,00
€ 1.050,00
€ 1.500,00
€ 458,00
€ 933,21
€ 4.151,93
€ 17.702,05

€ 825.000,00
€ 58.750,00
€ 44.500,00
€ 1.705,00
€ 1.500,00
€ 1.155,17
€ 1.536,62
€ 7.631,42
€ 21.553,23

Total

€ 472.536,25

€ 490.795,19

€ 963.331,44

Friends Structure
From September 2015 an extra effort will be made to raise funds during events and also online by
instituting a campaign to help realize the BPH’s status as an independent institute and help finance
its move to the House with the Heads. It is possible for donors to make a one-off donation via the
website. In addition, there are various other possibilities to support the library on a regular basis. A
survey of the Friends Structure and membership forms with attendant benefits can be found on p. 44.
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Budget 2013-2014-2015-2016
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Notes on the budget for the years 2015-2016
1.1
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1.3

1.6
4.4
4.5
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A provisional sum of € 5,000 has been included in the
general costs to cover maintenance or restoration projects
on behalf of the collection.
The BPH does not have to pay rent for the premises on
Bloemstraat 13-19 until 2016. The costs for the building
concern the costs for taxes, electricity, water, the alarm
system and general maintenance.
The staff costs include in addition to the salaries of the
fulltime staff also the salaries of the two freelance curators.
Amount to be raised by approaching existing funds and
seeking corporate sponsorship.
Amount to be raised via the Friends Structure.
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Policy plan 2015 – 2016: a preview
The policy for the years 2015-2016 has been
approved by the BPH board on the basis of
the vision set out in chapter 1 and the multiannual budget presented in chapter 6. This
chapter describes the main projects for
2015 en 2016. The planned move of the BPH
is a separate project and not included as
such in the multi-annual budget of the BPH
Foundation.
Divine Wisdom – Divine Nature Exhibition –
the Dutch Instalment
The BPH’s chief project in 2015 is the
Dutch instalment of the exhibition ‘Divine
Wisdom – Divine Nature. The Message of
the Rosicrucian Manifestoes in the Visual
Language of the Seventeenth Century’. As
described in chapter 3, exhibitions will be
organized in the years 2014-2018 to mark
the fourth centenary of the Rosicrucian
Manifestoes. The beautifully illustrated
work by Daniël Mögling, Speculum sophicum
Rhodo-stauroticum (1618), which occupies a
prominent place in the exhibition, has often
been regarded as ‘the fourth Rosicrucian
manifesto’. The actual three Rosicrucian
manifestoes appeared in 1614, 1615 and
1616 respectively. The exhibition focuses
on the magnificent engravings in the work
of a number of authors who were not only
strong supporters of the Rosicrucian ideal of a
worldwide inner reformation, but also sought
to visualize and elaborate it. This reformation
was not limited to religion or science, but
was based on a revaluation of man as a
‘microcosm’ or little world, as a mirror of
nature and of God. This multi-annual project,
the preparations for which mainly took place
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in the years 2013 and 2014, offers a perfect
opportunity for the BPH to concentrate on
the move to the House with the Heads in the
coming years, as the exhibition tours Europe.
Divine Wisdom – Divine Nature: Exhibition and
New Publication
The opening of the exhibition on 11 September
was performed by Professor Henk Woldring,
author of a recent study on the life and work
of Jan Amos Comenius. Esther Ritman then
presented the first copy of the Dutch translation
of the exhibition catalogue. She also briefly
outlined the plans for the library’s move to the
House with the Heads before the audience,
many of whom also receive the online
newsletter. With her appeal to the audience to
help fund the BPH’s future in the House with
the Heads, she launched a comprehensive
fundraising campaign.

The Greatness of the Human Mind

In 2015 the Dutch-language Goddelijke Wijsheid
– Goddelijke Natuur. De boodschap van de
Rozenkruisersmanifesten in de beeldtaal van
de zeventiende eeuw came out in the Asclepius
series, an In de Pelikaan series geared to a
wider, non-specialized public. Preparations for
the Polish, Czech and Spanish translations are
underway.
In 2016 Jacob Böhme. Theoscopia: Het zien van
God will be published in the Pimander series.
The work has been translated and annotated by
Dr. Boudewijn Koole. Another new publication in
the Pimander series is the collected thin paper
edition of Corpus Hermeticum (translated by
Professor Gilles Quispel and Professor Roelof van
den Broek), Asclepius (translated by Professor
Gilles Quispel) and Hermes Trismegistus.
Inleiding, teksten, commentaren (translated by
Professor Roelof van den Broek). Roelof van
den Broek revised his own translation of the
Corpus Hermeticum and prepared a new general
introduction for this new edition.

On 7 November 2015 ‘the greatness of the human
mind’ will be the focus of a conference in the
Westerkerk organized by the BPH in collaboration
with the Dutch philosophical periodical Filosofie
Magazine and the Rosycross Foundation.
The day opens with an introduction to
seventeenth-century thought and a sketch of the
contemporary intellectual climate in Amsterdam.
What made Amsterdam such a relatively safe
haven for free minds? The day ends with
perspectives for the future. Is Hermetic thought
a source of inspiration for a new spirituality? Do
new discoveries in the neurosciences corroborate
insights and intuitions of the 17th-century circle
of thinkers in Amsterdam? Are those insights able
to provide the basis for fundamental changes?
Or for a revaluation of the human mind? The
speakers at the conference are Russell Shorto,
Peter Forshaw, Esther Ritman, Henk Woldring,
Arie Bos, Mirjam van Reijen and Hans van den
Hooff. Access to the exhibition will be free to all
conference goers before and after the event.
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Hermetically Open

‘God is Spirited’

From October 2015 to March 2016, the online
catalogue, which has been available via the
BPH’s website since 2000, will be upgraded.
Project manager Rixande Oosterwijk will
be collaborating closely with curators José
Bouman and Cis van Heertum, Jozef Ritman,
ICT volunteer Bertil Schaart and the BPH’s
other ICT project partners Multimediation,
Yerz.nl and Aquarius Hand (Hungary).
Volunteer Angelique Lont assisted Jozef
Ritman in 2014 and 2015 in digitizing the
photo archive. In 2015 intern Andreas Latsias
(Cyprus) began digitizing the cover, contents
page and introduction of all modern printed
books in the Alchemy section.

On 28 May 2016 the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica will commemorate the first
centenary of the birth of Professor Gilles
Quispel with a conference devoted to this
‘nestor of gnosis’, who also meant a lot for the
library. Together with Professor Roelof van den
Broek he translated the Corpus Hermeticum,
and on his own the Hermetic Asclepius and
two major gnostic source texts from the Nag
Hammadi codices, Valentinus de gnosticus en
het Evangelie der Waarheid (Gospel of Truth)
and the Evangelie van Thomas (Gospel of
Thomas). Previously in 1996 the library had
already commemorated its special relationship

Picturae is our new partner in the upgrading
of the catalogue. This firm has developed
a trajectory for digitization, collection
management, access and e-marketing which
is tailored to the vision of the Hermetically
Open project. The renewed catalogue will be
managed by the media/metadata Memorix
Maior management system developed by
Picturae. The introduction of a special library
component will make it possible to create
a direct link between the database and the
website. For every title an icon will show
whether there is digital content available for
the book. In the second phase of the project
the sources in the BPH will be linked to public
information sources via Linked Open Data,
thus achieving an important goal of the
Hermetically Open project, which is to make
the BPH collection serve as a taxonomy, as
the basis for the planned online knowledge
centre and as a platform of encounter for
Christian-Hermetic gnosis.
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with Gilles Quispel, whose archive the BPH
was able to acquire, by organizing a one-day
conference featuring national and international
speakers to celebrate his eightieth birthday. The
conference volume, From Poimandres to Jacob
Böhme, was published in 2000. Next year’s
conference will highlight Gilles Quispel’s role as
a pioneer of gnosis studies and also focus on
the status of gnosis and Hermetica studies in
the Netherlands and elsewhere. The following
speakers have agreed to contribute: Professor
Roelof van den Broek, Dr. Annine van der
Meer, Dr. Boudewijn Koole (all three doctoral
students of Gilles Quispel), Dr. Tjeu van den
Berk, Professor Wouter Hanegraaff on behalf
of the HHP and (to be confirmed) Professor
Elaine Pagels, who was on good terms with
the laureate both personally and scholarly. The
composer Leo Köhlenberg, who was previously
inspired by the gnostic Evangelium veritatis
(Gospel of Truth) to compose a piece of music,
will perform a piece of music inspired by the
Corpus Hermeticum.
‘Geheime Figuren der Rosenkreuzer’ Project
Since 2002 the BPH has been conducting
research into the origin of the so-called
‘Geheime Figuren der Rosenkreuzer’ and the
provenance of the 16th- and 17th-century
texts and symbols preserved in various
manuscript versions. Director Esther Ritman
and the library’s academic staff will discuss
the possibilities of a long-term project with
the Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Bibliothek
in Hannover. In addition to identifying the
sources of the Geheime Figuren, the aim of
this project is to examine the involvement of
the ‘universal scholar’ Leibniz in the Gold- und
Rosenkreuzer movement.
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The BPH in the House with
the Heads
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The Worldheart Foundation
To embed his life’s work in
the public domain, Joost
R. Ritman established The
Worldheart Foundation on 21 March 2015. The
name is partly based on one of his memorable
sayings, that Amsterdam has a heart that
embraces the entire world.
The Worldheart Foundation has set itself as task
to pursue an active international fundraising
policy for the benefit of the BPH Foundation;
to enter into alliances in order to further
the development of the collection and the
expertise of the BPH as a specialized research
institute in the broadest conceivable sense;
to help accommodate the BPH as a museum
library in the House with the Heads; to develop
a platform in the House with the Heads for
a broad range of activities having a strong
intrinsic connection with the philosophical
heritage of the BPH.
The board of the foundation is formed by
Esther Ritman (chair), Peter Huijs (secretary)
and Carel Hes (treasurer). The Worldheart
Foundation forms a personal union with
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica
Foundation.
From Amsterdam Treasure House to Embassy of
the Free Mind
Amsterdam is known worldwide as a city
that enjoyed a relatively large freedom of the
press, freedom of religion and freedom of
expression already in the 17th century. The
BPH wants to help profile Amsterdam as a city
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of free thought and has thus been organizing
exhibitions on this theme since 2008, including
‘Libertas Philosophandi. Spinoza as a guide for
a free world’, ‘Alchemy on the Amstel. Hermetic
Medicine in the Golden Age’ and ‘A Curious
Tsar: Peter the Great and Discovering Nature’s
Secrets in Amsterdam’. Research conducted
by the BPH has furthermore shown that from
1634, the House with the Heads functioned
as a safe haven in the heart of Amsterdam.
The owners at the time, the De Geer family,
generously supported dissenting writers and
religious refugees. Their rich private library
reflected their broad interests and contained
works by such diverse authors as Jan Amos
Comenius, Jacob Böhme and Benedictus de
Spinoza. In collaboration with cultural, academic
and library partners, the BPH aims to bring
the Amsterdam network of freethinkers into
focus and present the outcome under the title
‘Magical Amsterdam’ as part of the opening
programme for the House with the Heads. In
the 21st century, the House will thus resume
its role as ‘Embassy of the Free Mind’, offering
a platform for the encounter between western
spiritual and cultural heritage and traditions
from other cultures.

Foundation for the Preservation of the House
with the Heads

Opening Exhibition Magical Amsterdam
With the opening exhibition in the House with
the Heads, the BPH intends to highlight various
aspects of ‘Magical Amsterdam’, the legendary
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free haven of the Dutch Republic. Among them
are the library of the De Geer family, Amsterdam
as a centre of printing, Amsterdam as a haven
In the years 2013-2014 an inspired team led by
for dissenters, national and international
Jons Hensel, chairman of the Foundation for
networks of dissenters focusing on Amsterdam,
the Preservation of the House with the Heads
developments in the arts and sciences, the
Monument, worked hard to acquire the building
Athenaeum Illustre, education. The BPH will not
permit for the House with the Heads on 123,
only investigate the availability of relevant loans
Keizersgracht so as to bring the planned move of
in partner insitutions, but also the possibility of
the BPH a little closer. The House with the Heads
setting up a range of support exhibitions and
is a listed building dating from 1622, which was
educational programmes with these partners
probably built by Hendrick de Keijser, the architect to reach as wide an audience as possible.
who was also responsible for the Westerkerk. In
Museums that would be obvious partners for
1634 the affluent merchant family De Geer moved this project include the Amsterdam Museum
into the house on Keizersgracht. In their private
and the Jewish Historical Museum/Ets Haim.
home, which boasted a large library, they also
‘Magical Amsterdam’ will bring to life several
welcomed many nonconformist thinkers who were of the members of the Hermetic and spiritual
able to engage in free discussions there. Once
movements that peopled Amsterdam especially
again the house will resemble a private home,
in the 17th and 18th centuries and show their
with reception rooms and a library, thus playing
influence on culture and the arts and sciences.
a role similar to its role in the Golden Age. The
collection of modern printed books will be located
in the basement of the building, where they will
be placed on open shelves, while the ‘treasure
room’ on the first floor facing the canal can be
visited by appointment. It is expected that work
on the foundation and the shell of the house will
begin in 2016. Updates about the renovation and
interesting facts about the history of the House will
be posted regularly on www.huismetdehoofden.nl.
The renovation is supervised by Jozef Ritman, the
son of the founder of the BPH, with the director
and staff of the BPH being responsible for the
programming in the House with the Heads during
and after the renovation.
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Appendices
SUPPORT US
In the past decades, the BPH has evolved from
a private initiative to a scholarly research library
thanks to the patronage of its founder. Since
2009 it is an independent institute which is able
to continue thanks to the help and support of
many well-wishers. The maintenance of the
building and the programming are largely funded
by donations, and your support is essential.
MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE
• Friend		
€ 50 per annum
• Fellow		
€ 500 per annum
• Live Fellow
€ 5,000 single donation
• Patron
€ 50,000 or more
You can support us by means of single or annual
donations, periodical gifts or a personal fund.
ANBI
The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica
Foundation has been registered as a non-profit
organization (ANBI) since 2009. In accordance
with the Dutch Donations Act, donations are
increased by a certain percentage, which means
that a higher sum is deductible in the tax return.
PERIODICAL DONATIONS
In the case of a periodical donation of € 1,000
this amounts to a sum of € 1,250. When your
income is taxed in box I, this means a tax saving
of 52% (€ 650,- of € 1,250). Your donation of €
1,000 will effectively cost you € 350 per annum.
There is no tax reduction threshold or ceiling for
a periodical donation.
For more information please contact the Chair
of the Board Mirjam Duivenvoorden-Ritman, via
bph@ritmanlibrary.nl
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BENEFITS
FRIEND
• Annual contribution € 50
• Complimentary annual ticket (with a value of € 30)
• Monthly newsletter
• 10% discount on all our publications
FELLOW
• Annual contribution € 500
• Benefits as under FRIENDS +
• 2 complimentary annual tickets
• Preview or private tour of new exhibition

upon appointment

LIFE FELLOW
• Single donation of € 5,000
• Benefits as under FELLOWS +
• 5 complimentary annual tickets
• Private group tours (max. 15 persons)

upon appointment

PATRON
• Contribution of € 50,000 or more
• Benefits as under LIFE FELLOW +
• Complimentary copies of all publications
• A copy of the policy plan(s)
• Acknowledgement on the BPH website

OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT
SPONSORING
You can support the library via project sponsorship
of exhibitions, publications, digitization projects etc.
VOLUNTEERS
You are also very welcome to become a volunteer.
Please send an email to bph@ritmanlibrary.nl.

HOUSE RULES BPH - Visitors

Rules for consulting books
1. Books must be consulted in the reading area on
the ground floor or in the reading room on the
first floor.
2. Visitors can access the online catalogue via
the computers in the reading room. These
computers must only be used to check the
catalogue. You are requested not to use the
computers for more than fifteen minutes
when there are more readers needing to
consult the catalogue.
3. Visitors may use their own laptop. Wifi is
available throughout the building.
4. Visitors may take books from the open shelves
but please make sure to leave one of the red
shelf markers in place. Books must be left

The staff is authorized to request any visitors in
breach of any of these regulations to leave the
building or to contact the police if necessary.
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General rules
1. Visitors must be in possession of a valid
library pass.
2. Visitors must leave their coats and bags
(including handbags) in the cloakroom. There
are lockers for any personal belongings.
3. Phoning, photography, filming within the
library are not allowed without permission.
4. Eating and smoking is not allowed in the
library.
5. Drinking is only allowed in the area near the
water cooler.
6. Visitors only have access to the public areas on
the ground floor and the reading room on the
first floor.
7. Visitors must leave the building during the
lunch break between 12:30 and 13:30.
8. Visitors must act respectfully towards the
library staff, other visitors and the building at
all times.

on the tables and will be returned to the
shelves by the staff at the end of the day.
5. Writing in books or damaging them in any
way is strictly forbidden.
6. Photocopying modern books not subject
to copyright is allowed only after having
consulted a member of staff and against
payment.
7. Scans of images or texts can be ordered
from a member of staff against payment.
For publications a reproduction fee will also
be charged.
8. Visitors are not allowed to take books
out of the library. Library staff may ask
visitors to inspect their bags when they
leave the library.
9. Please apply by e-mail at least two days
in advance to consult early printed books
or manuscripts. Visitors will need to sign a
form for this.
10. Visitors must adhere to the special
regulations for consulting early printed
works laid down in this form.
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STATISTICS
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PUBLICATIONS OF ‘IN DE PELIKAAN’,
THE PUBLISHING HOUSE OF THE BIBLIOTHECA PHILOSOPHICA HERMETICA, 1985 – PRESENT
1985

De klassieke erfenis der Rozenkruisers, catalogus bij een
tentoonstelling in de Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica.
(Hermesreeks 1), vi, 31, [9] pp.

1986

F. van Lamoen, Abraham Willemsz van Beyerland. Jacob Böhme
en het Nederlandse hermetisme in de 17e eeuw.
(Hermesreeks 2), 40 pp. ISBN 90 71608 01 8
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C. Gilly, Johann Valentin Andreae. Die Manifeste der
Rosenkreuzerbruderschaft 1586-1986. (Hermesreeks 3), 144 pp.
ISBN 90 71608 02 6 (2nd ed. 1986).

De Hermetische Gnosis. Catalogus van een tentoonstelling in
de Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica. Compiled by F. van
Lamoen. (Hermesreeks 4), 88 pp. (2nd ed. 1990).

1987

Choix des sources de l’ésotérisme occidental. (Hermesreeks 5),
[38 pp.]
H.M.E. de Jong, Les symboles spirituels de l’alchimie. Exposition
à l’occasion du Festival International de l’Esotérisme.
(Hermesreeks 6), 143 pp.

1988

C. Gilly (red.), Das Erbe des Christian Rosenkreuz. Johann
Valentin Andreae 1586-1986 und die Manifeste der
Rosenkreuzerbruderschaft 1614-1616. 228 pp.
ISBN 3 7762 0279 3

H.M.E. de Jong, Les symboles spirituels de l’alchimie. Exposition
à l’occasion du Festival International de l’Esotérisme.
(Hermesreeks 6), 143 pp.
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F. van Lamoen, The Hermetic gnosis. Catalogue of an
exhibition at the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica.
(Hermesreeks 7), 88 pp.

F. Secret, Kabbale et philosophie hermétique. Exposition
à l’occasion du Festival International de l’Esotérisme.
(Hermesreeks 8), 119 pp.

1990

M. Lane Ford, Christ, Plato, Hermes Trismegistus. The Dawn
of Printing. Catalogue of the incunabula in the Bibliotheca
Philosophica Hermetica. (Pimander. Texts and Studies
published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 1).
ISBN 90 600 4406 1
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1989

Corpus Hermeticum. Introduction and translation by
R. van den Broek en G. Quispel. Amsterdam;
In de Pelikaan, 1990. (Pimander. Texts and Studies
published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 2).
206 pp. ISBN 90 71608 08 5 (5th ed. 2003).

F. van Lamoen, Hermes Trismegistus. Pater philosophorum.
Tekstgeschiedenis van het Corpus Hermeticum.
(Hermesreeks 9), 152 pp. (2nd ed. 1990).

F. Secret, Kabbala en hermetische filosofie. Tentoonstelling
in de Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica. (Hermesreeks
10), 147 pp. Translation of Kabbale et philosophie
hermétique.

1991

[Also available as e-book:] F. van Lamoen, La gnose
hermétique. Exposition à l’occasion du Festival
International de l’Esotérisme. (Hermesreeks 11), 87 pp.
Translation of De hermetische gnosis
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1992

Johannes Amos Comenius. Via lucis. De weg van het licht.
Translated by J.M. Schadd and R.M. Bouthoorn. (Pimander.
Texts and Studies published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica 3). 183 pp.
ISBN 90 263 1196 6

J. Bouman, Splendor solis. Een 16e-eeuwse alchemistische
traditie verbeeld in 1992. (Hermesreeks 12), [18 pp.].
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1993

C. Gilly, 500 Years of Gnosis in Europe. Exhibition of
printed books and manuscripts from the gnostic tradition.
(Hermesreeks 13), 312 pp.

C. Gilly, Paracelsus in der Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica.
Ausstellung zum 500. Geburtsjahr des Theophrastus Bombast
von Hohenheim, Paracelsus genannt.
(Hermesreeks 14), 85 pp. ISBN 90 71608 03 4

1994

C. Gilly. Adam Haslmayr. Der erste Verkünder der Manifeste
der Rosenkreuzer. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published
by the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 5). 296 pp. Index.
ISBN 3 7728 1698 3

[Also available as e-book:]. A. McLean, The silent language.
The symbols of hermetic philosophy. (Hermesreeks 15),
92 pp. ISBN 90 71608 05 0

1995
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C. Gilly, Cimelia Rhodostaurotica. Die Rosenkreuzer im Spiegel
der zwischen 1610 und 1660 entstandenen Handschriften und
Drucke. (Hermesreeks 16), xii, 191 pp.
ISBN 90 71608 06 9 (2nd rev. ed. 1995)

1996

Asclepius. De volkomen openbaring van Hermes
Trismegistus. Translated by G. Quispel. (Pimander. Texts
and Studies published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica 6). 306 pp. ISBN 90 71608 07 7

J. Bouman en C. van Heertum, Niet voor geleerden:
Handschriften in de volkstaal uit de hermetische traditie’.
Catalogue of an exhibition in the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica. (Hermesreeks 17-1), 15 pp.
J. Bouman en C. van Heertum, Not for scholars.
Manuscripts in the vernacular from the hermetic tradition.
(Hermesreeks 17-2), 15 pp.
From Poimandres to Jacob Böhme: Gnosis, Hermetism and
the Christian Tradition.
Red. R. van den Broek en C. van Heertum. (Pimander. Texts
and Studies published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica 4). 432 pp. Index, illus. ISBN 90 71608 10 7

2001

Rosenkreuz als europäisches Phänomen im 17.
Jahrhundert. Red. F. Niewöhner en C. Gilly. (Pimander. Texts
and Studies published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica 7). 406 pp. Index, illus. ISBN 3 7728 2206 1

2003

Gilles Quispel. Valentinus de gnosticus en zijn Evangelie der
Waarheid (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by the
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 8). 147 pp. Illus.
ISBN 90 71608 131

2004

[Also available as e-book:] Antonin Gadal. De triomf van de
universele gnosis. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published
by the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 9). 232 pp. Illus.
ISBN 90 71608 14 X. (reprinted 2006)
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2000

Gilles Quispel. Het Evangelie van Thomas. (Pimander. Texts
and Studies published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica 10). 380 pp. Illus. ISBN 90 71608 15 8
(3rd rev. ed. 2005)
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Johannes van Oort en Gilles Quispel. De Keulse Mani-Codex.
(Pimander. Texts and Studies published by the Bibliotheca
Philosophica Hermetica 11). 248 pp. Illus., index.
ISBN 90 71608 16 6

Theodor Harmsen. ‘Drink uit deze bron’. Jacques Lefèvre
d’Étaples,geïnspireerd humanist en toegewijd tekstbezorger.
(Hermesreeks 18-1), 64 pp.
Theodor Harmsen. ‘Drink from this fountain’. Jacques
Lefèvre d’Étaples, inspired humanist and dedicated editor.
(Hermesreeks 18-2), 64 pp.
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2005

Martine Meuwese (ed.), King Arthur in the Netherlands.
(Hermesreeks 19), 71 pp., illus.
(2nd ed. 2005)

Cis van Heertum. Philosophia symbolica. Johann Reuchlin and
the Kabbalah.
(Hermesreeks 20), 107 pp.

2006

[Also available as e-book:] Antonin Gadal. Le Triomphe de la
Gnose universelle. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 12). 232 pp. Illus.
ISBN 90 71608 18 2

[Also available as e-book:] Antonin Gadal. Der Triumph der
Universellen Gnosis. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 13). 232 pp. Illus.
ISBN 90 71608 19 0

[Also available as e-book:] Antonin Gadal. El Triunfo de la
Gnosis Universal. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by the
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 14). 232 pp. Illus.
ISBN 90 71608 21 2
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Roelof van den Broek, Hermes Trismegistus. Inleiding, teksten,
commentaren. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by the
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 15), 366 pp.
ISBN 90 71608 220

Jacob Böhmes Weg in die Welt. Zur Geschichte der
Handschriftensammlung, Übersetzungen und Editionen von
Abraham Willemszoon van Beyerland.
Red. Theodor Harmsen (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by
the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 16), 450 pp, illus.
ISBN 978 3 7728 2446 3 | ISBN 978 90 71608 20 9

2008

Libertas philosophandi. Spinoza als gids voor een vrije wereld.
Red. Cis van Heertum (Asclepiusreeks 1), 336 pp.
(3rd. rev. ed 2009) ISBN 978 90 71608 26 1

2009

[Also available as e-book:] Theodor Harmsen. Der magische
Schriftsteller Gustav Meyrink, seine Freunde und sein Werk
beleuchtet anhand eines Rundgangs durch die Meyrink-Sammlung
der Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica, Amsterdam, unter
Verwendung weiterer Sammlungen. (Pimander. Texts and Studies
published by the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 17),
315 pp., illus. ISBN 978 90 71608 25 4
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2007

[Also available as e-book:] Helen Wüstefeld & Anne Korteweg.
Sleutel tot licht. Getijdenboeken in de Biblitoheca Philosophica
Hermetica. (Asclepiusreeks 2), 155 pp., illus.
ISBN 978 90 71608 28 5

2010

[Also available as e-book:] Roelof van den Broek, Gnsosis in
de Oudheid. (Pimander. Texts and Studies published by the
Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica 18), 532 pp. Illus. With an
index. ISBN 978 90 71608 27 8

2012

[Also available as e-book:] Cis van Heertum, Alchemie aan de
Amstel. Over hermetische geneeskunde | Alchemy on the Amstel.
On Hermetic medicine (Hermesreeks 23). 66; 66 pp., illus.
ISBN 978 90 71608 00 1
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2013

[Also available as e-book:] José Bouman & Cis van
Heertum, A curious Tsar: Peter the Great and discovering
nature’s secrets in Amsterdam (Hermesreeks 24),
59 pp., illus. ISBN 978 90 71608 30 8

[Also available as e-book:] José Bouman & Cis van
Heertum, Beauty as the Imprint of the Cosmos
(Hermesreeks 25),
68 pp., illus. ISBN 978 90 71608 31 5
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[Also available as e-book:] José Bouman & Cis van
Heertum, Schoonheid als de afdruk van de kosmos
(Hermesreeks 26), 68 pp., illus. ISBN 978 90 71608 32 2

2014

[Also available as e-book:] José Bouman & Cis van Heertum
(Herausg.), Göttliche Weisheit – Göttliche Natur. Die
Botschaft der Rosenkreuzer-Manifeste in der Bildsprache
des 17. Jahrhunderts (Asclepiusreeks 3), 168 pp., illus. ISBN
978 90 716 08 34 6

[Also available as e-book:] José Bouman & Cis van Heertum
(eds), Divine Wisdom - Divine Nature. The message of the
rosicrucian Manifestoes in the visual languague of the
seventeenth century (Asclepiusreeks 4), 168 pp., illus. ISBN
978 90 716 08 33 9

2015
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[Also available as e-book:] José Bouman & Cis van Heertum,
Goddellijke wijsheid – goddelijke natuur. De boodschap
van de Rozenkruisersmanifesten in de beeldtaal van de
zeventiende eeuw. (Asclepiusreeks 5), 168 pp., illus.
ISBN 978 90 716 08 35 3
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1999

S. Gentile en C. Gilly, Marsilio Ficino e il ritorno di Ermete
Trismegisto/Marsilio Ficino and the Return of Hermes
Trismegistus. Firenze: Centro Di, 1999. 326 pp.
ISBN 88 7038 339 3 (2nd rev. ed. 2001)

2002

Magia, alchimia, scienza dal ‘400 al ‘700. L’influsso di
Ermete Trismegisto/Magic, Alchemy and Science 15th-18th
centuries. The influence of Hermes Trismegistus. Red. C.
Gilly en C. van Heertum. Florence: Centro Di, 2002.
Vol. I (essays). 588 pp. Illus. ISBN 88 7038 359 8

Vol. II (catalogus, indices, bibliografie). 334 pp. Illus.
ISBN 88 7038 385 7 (2nd rev. ed. 2005)
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